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CHAPTER  I 


INTRODUCTION 

"When  Polonius  queried  of  Hamlet,  "Vfhat  do  you  read,  my  lord?"  the 
answer  returned  was  most  indefinite:  ,fWords,  words,  words.”  For  years, 
librarians  have  been  taking  it  for  granted  that  people  were  interested 
in  reading  just  "words",  and  have  conscientiously  provided  them  with 
words  and  more  words,  paying  little  attention  to  what  they  actually  needed 
and  wanted  in  the  way  of  recreational  reading.  Workers  for  the  blind  have 


been  just  as  indefinite  in  answer  to  that  question  concerning  the 


have  known,  in  a 


"liWl 

blind.  What  do  the  blind  read?  -We!  haven't  known#  -We* 

'iWu 

general  way,  what  was  available  for  them  to  read.  We-  have  known,  in  a 
general  way,  that  reading  is  the  chief  leisure  time  activity  of  the  blind, 

*Wv&-W 

to  whom  so  many  other  doors  of  entertainment  are  closed#  Wei- have  known, 
again  in  a  general  way,  whether  or  not  the  blind  read  the  material  given 
them,  but  we-ihave  not  known,  even  in  a  general  way,  whether  that  literature 
was  what  they  wanted  and  needed# 

During  the  past  ten  years,  particularly  since  the  establishment  of 
graduate  professional  training  in  librarianship^  more  and  more  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  needs  and  preferences  of  the  general  reading  public, 
but  to  date,  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  about  a  scientific  study  of 
the  reading  blind#  The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  has  made  a 
first  effort  to  throw  light  into  that  darkness# 


Statement  of  the  Problem 

b-e. 

Briefly  stated,  the  questions  we-  wished  to  answe»-r|are  four  in  number'. 
1#  What  do  the  blind  want  to  read? 

2.  Are  these  preferences  unique  to  the  blind  or  are  they  held  in 
common  with  the  general  reading  public? 

3.  In  what  form  do  the  blind  prefer  their  reading  matter? 

4*  Are  the  blind  able  to  obtain  the  reading  matter  they  prefer? 


* 


l 


l 


t 


Methodology 


A  questionnaire  was  the  chief  method  employed  in  this  survey 
(Appendix  A).  This  questionnaire  is  the  result  of  cooperative  thinking 
on  the  part  of  staff  members  at  the  American  Printing  House  and  •’was 
checked  by  Mr*  Harold  Brigham,  Librarian  of  the  Louisville  City  Library 
and  Dr*  Douglas  Waples,  Professor  at  the  Graduate  Library  School  of  the 
University  of  Chicago^ who  were  kind  enough  to  offer  suggestions  and 
criticisms* 

The  questionnaire  consisted  of  four  printed  pages,  the  first  being 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  reader  and  explaining  what  was  to  be  done* 

Certain  personal  information  was  requested  so  that  -we-  could^  judged  whether 
or  not  the  blind  responding  were  representative  of  the  entire  group  of 
blind  in  the  United  States,  and  so  that  age,  education  and  employment 
distinctions  could  be  made  in  the  classification  of  interests*  Questions 
regarding  the  preference  between  Braille  and  Talking  Book  were  so  phrased 
as  to  induce  the  reader  to  reveal,  in  most  instances,  rather  than  obviously 
to  state,  his  opinion*  In  relation  to  this  phase  of  the  questionnaire, 
we-  made  a  direct  request  for  inf ormation  concerning  the  possession  of  a 


u>cto  wi«.<=La- 

talking  book  machine^  The  lists  of  authors  and  subjects  were  carefully 
compiled  so  as  to  be  representative  of  the  wide  variety  of  material  avail¬ 
able  (for  details  see  Appendix  B)*  The  readers  were  asked  to  list  books 
they  would  like  to  have  available  and  the  books  available  that  they  had 
read  and  enjoyed  as  well  as  the  magazines  which  they  read  regularly*  The 
final  questions  dealt  with  the  blind  reader’s  reaction  to  his  library  services* 

In  other  words.  Questions  3,  4,  5,  and  6  sw»e-  questions  as  to  what 
the  blind  want  to  read  about* 

3*  Check  the  following  authors  whose  works  you  particularly  enjoy  reading: 

4*  Check  the  subjects  listed  below  in  which  you  are  primarily  interested: 

5*  Check  any  of  the  following  subjects  about  which  you  would  like  to  read: 

6*  List  several  books  which  you  would  like  to  have  made  available  to  the 
blind,  indicating  whether  you  would  prefer  them  in  Braille  or  talking 
book  form: 


Questions  7  and  8  and  9  are  questions  about  what  the  blind  are  reading* 


7*  How  many  books  have  you  read  during  the  past  six  months? 

8*  List  the  names  of  the  books  you  have  read  and  enjoyed  during 
the  past  6  months,  indicating  wh ether  these  were  talking  books, 
Braille,  Moon,  or  were  read  to  you  from  the  ink  print: 

9*  List  the  names  of  the  magazines  which  you  read  regularly,  indicating 
whether  these  are  Braille,  Moon,  New  York  point,  or  read  to  you 
from  the  ink  print: 

Questions  1,  2,  6,  and  8  indicative  of  the  form  in  -which  the  blind 
prefer  their  reading  matter* 

1*  Do  you  have  a  talking  book  machine? 

2*  For  your  personal  reading  do  you  prefer  Braille  grade  Ig-  or  Braille 
grade  2? 

6.  List  several  books  which  you  would  like  to  have  made  available  to 
the  blind,  indicating  whether  you  would  prefer  them  in  Braille  or 
talking  book  form: 

8*  List  the  names  of  the  books  you  have  read  and  enjoyed  during  the 

past  6  months,  indicating  whether  these  were  talking  books,  Braille, 
Moon,  or  were  read  to  you  from  the  ink  print: 

yt« 

Questions  10  and  11  directly  refer,  to  the  availability  of  present  material 
to  the  blind  reader! 

10*  From  what  source  do  you  receive  most  of  your  reading  material 
(Give  name  of  library  or  agency)? 

11*  Do  you  find  your  library  service  adequate?  Explain  briefly: 

The  questionnaire,  in  both  Braille  and  ink-print,  was  sent  to  the 
mailing  list  of  the  Braille  edition  of  the  Reader’s  Digest,  numbering 
2419  individuals;  questionnaires  were  not  sent  to  the  organizations  appearing 
on  the  list*  From  these  2419  questionnaires  mailed,  1250  questionnaires 
were  received  which  contained  sufficient  inf ormation  to  be  valuable  for 
tabulating,  with  the  addition  of  12  questionnaires  or  replies  with  inadequate 
responses*  The  total  response,  then,  was  52*17/o,  while  the  total  response 

usable  was  51*67/o.  (See  Appendix  C,  Table  I,  for  details). 

i  urt  b  d  tv  Vo  ^ 

The  group  reached  by  the  questionnaire  is-  not-  generally  representative 
of  the  entire  blind  population  of  this  country*  Inadequate  and  limited 
as  they  are,  the  1930  census  figures  on  the  blind  are  the  best  available 
for  comparative  purposes,  and  the  1920  census  figures  are  the  most  detailed* 

Briefly  stated,  as  will  be  noted  on  the  following  table,  the  question¬ 
naire  responses  are  about  evenly  divided  between  men  and  women,  51. 


? 


t 


*. 


t 


*. 


K 
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being  received  from  men  and  only  47*92$  from  women.  This  percentage 
corresponds  closely  to  the  results  of  the  1930  census  which  enumerates 
57.5$  of  the  total  blind  population  as  male  and  42.5$  as  female.'  More 
than  half  of  the  group  are  single,  there  being  more  men  who  are  or  have 
been  married  than  women.  In  this  respect  the  group  may  not  be  representative 
of  the  entire  blind  population,  for  according  to  the  1920  census,  the  last 
in  which  these  statistics  are  available,  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  marriage¬ 
able  adults  are  or  have  been  married;  however,  the  proportion  for  the  males 

9. 

is  slightly  larger  in  this  instance,  too*"'  Further  details  regarding  the 
relation  of  sex  and  marital  status  may  be  seen  in  the  percentage  tables 
given  in  Appendix  C,  Tables  II-III* 

Table  I. 

NUMERICAL  TABLE  OF  RELATION  OF  SEX  AND  MARITAL  STATUS 


Divorced  No 

Total  Single  Married  Separated  Widowed  Answer 


# 

% 

# 

% 

# 

% 

# 

% 

# 

% 

# 

% 

Totals 

1250 

100. 

686 

54.38 

315 

25.2 

7 

.56 

67 

5.36 

175 

14. 

Male 

647 

51.76 

329 

26.32 

210 

16.3 

4 

.32 

17 

1.36 

87 

6.96 

Female 

599 

47.92 

357 

28.56 

105 

8.4 

3 

. 

to 

50 

4. 

84 

6.72 

No  Answer 

4 

.32 

4 

.32 

Read  as  follows:  647  or  51.76$  of  the  total  answering  the  questionnaire  are 

(o-S  <e>  en> 

\  male,  54*38$  are  single;  329  or  26*32$  are  male  and  single^  etc. 

\ 

As  to  age,  there  is  no  doubt  at  all,  as  may  be  seen  by  Table  II,  that 
the  Reader’s  Digest  readers  are  not  representative  of  the  total  blind  popu¬ 
lation.  Those  responding  to  the  questionnaire  are  a  much  younger  group, 

for  33*28$  are  30  years  of  age  or  ■under  and  only  28*3$  are  over  50,  whereas 
the  1920  census  reported  only  25$  of  the  total  blind  population  as  being 

1,  Best,  H.  A.,  Blindness  and  the  Blind  in  the  United  States,  p.  175. 

2*  Ibid*,  p.  204. 


* 


t 


* 


*. 
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3  * 

under  35  years  of  ago,  and  over  53#  as  55  years  of  ago  or  over.  '  The 
age  at  which  blindness  occurrod  is  also  lower  in  this  group  than  in  the 
general  blind  group  as  indicated  by  the  1920  census.  46.08#  of  the  Reader* s 
Digest  readers  responding  to  tho  questionnaire  became  blind  before  they 
were  6  years  old,  whereas  only  27.1#  of  the  entire  blind  population  became 
blind  before  they  were  10  years  old.  31.6#  became  blind  after  they  were 

54,  according  to  the  1920  census,  and  the  response  to  this  questionnaire 

7 .«<✓•  4 

indicates  that  only  SO ."8#  became  blind  after  they  were  50  years  of  age. 

According  to  this  same  source,  the  most  numerous  group  are  between  the 
ages  of  65  and  74  and  lost  their  sight  between  the  ages  of  55  and  64, 
whereas  the  most  numerous  group  among  the  1250  responding  to  the  question¬ 
naire  are  30  years  of  age  or  under  and  became  blind  before  they  were  6  years 
5 

old.  More  detailed  information  concerning  this  phase  of  the  question¬ 
naire  may  be  found  in  Appendix  C,  Tables  IV-IX. 


Table  II. 

NUMERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  TABLE  SUMMARIZING 
THE  RELATION  OF  PRESENT  AGE  TO  AGE  AT  WHICH  BLINDNESS  OCCURRED. 


Present 

Age  Total 

Became  blind 
under  6 

Bee  a. re 

6- 

blind 

30 

Became 

51- 

blind 

50 

Became  blind 
51— 

No 

Answer 

# 

# 

# 

of 

/* 

# 

# 

# 

of 

/* 

# 

of 

/* 

# 

# 

Totals 

1250 

100. 

576 

46.08 

363 

29.44 

151 

12.08 

94 

7.52 

61 

4.08 

[—30 

416 

33.28 

262 

20.96 

139 

11.12 

15 

1.2 

pl-50 

430 

34.4 

205 

16.4 

159 

12.72 

55 

4.4 

11 

.88 

pi- 

360 

28.6 

S8 

7.64 

61 

4.88 

95 

7.6 

94 

7.52 

12 

.96 

.A . 

44 

3.62 

11 

.68 

9 

.72 

1 

.08 

23 

1.84 

ad  as  follows : 

—  — —  ~  - 

16.4#  of 

the  total  number  answering 

the  que 

stionnaire  arc  between  the 

P  of  31 

and  50, 

end  became  blind  before  they 

were  five  years  olaj  eV(L. 

3.  Ibid..  P.  193. 
-•  Ihj-d.,  p#  187. 
5.  Ibid.,  p.  193. 


Neither  can  this  group  be  said  to  be  representative  as  to  education* 
Indeed,  it  may  rather  be  said  to  be  a  very  definitely  superior  group* 


Table  III. 

NUMERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  TABLE  OF  EDUCATION 


Total 

Partial 

Complete 

No 

Answer 

# 

of 

/» 

T7 

% 

% 

# 

% 

Totals 

1250 

100. 

432 

35.08 

776 

65.36 

42 

3.36 

Elementary 

199 

15.92 

117 

9*36 

80 

6.4 

2 

.16 

High  School 

631 

50*48 

155 

12.4 

476 

38.08 

Normal  School 

41 

3.28 

14 

1.12 

27 

2.36 

College  or  University 

330 

27.04 

146 

11.68 

192 

15.36 

Private 

13 

1.C8 

1 

. 

o 

CO 

12 

.96 

No  Answer 

28 

2.24 

28 

2.24 

Read  as  f ol lores :  Of  the  1250  answering  the  questionnaire,  9.36/£  have  attended 
elementary  school,  but  have  not  finished,  6*4%  have  graduated  and  *16%  indicate 
they  attended  elementary  school  but  do  not  indicate  length  of  time,  etc* 


Compare  with  these  figures,  those  of  the  1920  census:  11*4.%  have 
attended  common  school  (elementary),  1*2%  have  attended  high  school, 

*4%  have  attended  University  or  college*  *  The  percentage  of  those  having 
finished  college  or  university  is,  in  this  questionnaire  group,  higher 
than  those  having  attended  elementary  school  according  to  the  1920  figures 
of  the  total  blind  population*  Obviously,  the  comparison  is  not  an  accurate 
one,  for  the  last  20  years  have  witnessed  a  tremendous  increase  in  educational 
opportunities  for  both  the  sighted  and  the  blind,  but  later  figures  are  not 
available  for  the  entire  field*  More  detailed  figures  regarding  the  educational 
reported  on  the  questionnaires  and  the  degrees  held  by  the  192  college 
graduates  represented  may  be  found  in  Appendix  C,  Tables  X-XI* 


6*  Ibid*,  p*  210* 


1 


* 


t 


About  l/3  of  the  1250  responding  to  the  questionnaire  indicated  that 
they  were  employed*  We  made  no  request  for  information  concerning  the 
amount  of  employment  or  salary,  so  this  proportion  includes  those  only 
partially  employed  an<L  those  employed  at  home  at  very  low  wages*  This 
coincides  closely  with  the  33*2^  of  the  general  blind  population  which 
the  1920  census  found  employed, ' *but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  un¬ 
employed  problem  which  has  worked  such  havoc  among  the  sighted  has  effected 
the  handicapped  even  more  drastically,  so  the  percentage,  generally,  may 
be  surmised  to  be  much  lower*  Tables  IV  and  V  are  illuminating  of  the 
responses  received,  and  particularly  interesting  is  the  indication  of 
Table  V  that  the  middle  age  group,  from  31  to  50  years  of  age,  is  the 
highest  in  employment  status,  (see  Appendix  C,  Tables  XCI-XVIS.  for  more 
complete  information  regarding  this  phase  of  the  questionnaire  results). 

(See  Next  Page  for  Table  IV) 


Table  V. 

HUMERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  TABLE  RELATING  AGE  AND  EMPLOYMENT  STATUS 


Age  Group 

Total 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Retired 

No  Answer 

# 

# 

% 

# 

JL 

#  %  ... . 

# 

..  % 

Totals 

1250 

100. 

421 

33.68 

589 

47.12 

31  2.48 

209 

16.72 

—30 

416 

33.28 

137 

10.96 

223 

17.64 

56 

4.48 

31-50 

430 

34.4 

183 

14.64 

185 

14.8 

62 

4.96 

51— 

360 

28.8 

82 

6.56 

168 

14.44 

30  2.4 

80 

6.4 

Ho  answer 

44 

3.52 

19 

1.52 

13 

1.04 

1  .08 

11 

CO 

CO 

. 

Read  as  follows: 

of  age  or  under. 

Of  the 

of  which 

L250  answering 

number  137  or 

the  questionnaire,  416  or  33.28^o  are  30  years 

10.96^  of  the  total  are  employed;  etc. 

7.  Ibid,,  p.  218, 
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Read  as  follows:  54  or  4*32^  of  the  total  nuriber  answering  the  questionnaire  are  employed  teachers,  37  or 

are  unemployed  teachers,  11  or  *8S?o  are  retired  teachers,  6  or  • 48 %  are  teachers  who  did  not  indicate 
employment  status,  etc* 


In  summary,  it  may  be  said  that  this  group  of  Reader’s  Digest 
readers  is  representative  of  the  total  blind  population  of  the  United 
States  as  regards  sex,  is  not  generally  as  married,  and  is  superior 
in  point  of  education  and  employment*  It  is  not  therefore,  a  representative 
group  of  the  blind,  but  a  definitely  superior  group* 

Other  methods  used  in  this  study  were: 

1*  Library  study  to  revoal  the  trends  of  general  reading  surveys 
and  surveys  of  the  reading  interests  of  the  blind* 

2*  Correspondence  to  secure  library  circulation  figures  from  public 
libraries  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States# 

Organization 

Chapter  I,  consisting  of  a  brief  statement  of  the  problem  and  the 
methods  employed  in  the  study,  and  giving  an  indication  of  the  trend 
of  the  entire  study# 

Chapter  II,  being  a  summary  of  related  studies  dealing  with  read¬ 
ing  interests  in  general,  and  reading  interests  of  the  blind,  specifically. 

Chapter  III,  indicating  the  authors  preferred  by  the  blind,  and  their 
preferences  in  comparison  to  preferences  revealed  in  the  related  studies# 

Chapter  IV,  stating  the  titles  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  blind  as 
compared  with  those  chosen  by  the  general  public# 

r  * 

Ol/'c.  a.  *  1  • 

Chapter  V,  revealing.  the  subjects  preferred  by  the  blind  reached  in 
this  study,  compared  to  the  subjects  preferred  by  the  general  public* 

Chapter  VI,  suggesting  the  media  in  which  the  blind  prefer  their 
literature* 

.i.rV’  . 

Chapter  VII,  -criticizing  the  service  renctered—by-irhe-  libraries  to 

"tSW  aJUaiCilc.  fn  iStuiu- 

the  blind'# 

Chapter  VIII,  summarizing  the  outcomes  of  the  study  and  the  needs 
this  study  reveals  for  future  research# 

Appendix,  including  details  of  the  structure  and  analyses  of  the 
questionnaire* 

Bibliography,  indicated  the  sources  of  information  generally  used  in 
the  survey,  and  referred  to  in  the  footnotes. _ _ _ 
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CHAPTER  II. 


READING  INTERESTS. 

Definition. 

The  study  of  reading  interests,  even  of  the  general  public,  is  a 
relatively  new  field,  and  in  the  particular  phase  of  the  reading  interests 
of  the  blind,  the  field  is  so  new  as  to  be  almost  virgin.  The  word 
"Interest"  is  defined  by  Webster  as  "excitement  of  feeling,  whether 
pleasant  or  painful,  accompanying  special  attention  to  some  object;  concern 
while  the  definition  of  reading,  as  an  adjective,  is  "addicted  to  reading". 
Hence,  in  attempting  to  uncover  reading  interests,  we  are  attempting  to 
discern  the  sensations,  whether  pleasant  or  painful,  which  people  associate 
with  reading  in  its  various  phases. 

Reading  Interests  of  the  General  Public. 

The  information  on  reading  interests  of  the  general  public,  available 
at  present,  is  drawn  mainly  from  four  sources: 

1.  American  Book  Production  figures,  indicative  of  the  books 
the  publishers  feel  the  public  will  buy. 

2.  Best  Seller  Lists,  indicative  of  the  specific  titles  the 
public  are  buying* 

3.  Library  Circulation  Figures,  indicative  of  the  general 
trend  of  reading  of  the  library  borrowers. 

4.  Surveys  of  the  reading  interests  of  various  groups. 

American  Book  Production  is  a  particularly  significant  phase  of  this 
problem,  since  it  is  self  evident  that  publishers  are  in  the  business  to 
make  money  and  their  success  is  dependent  upon  producing  books  which  the 
public  will  not  only  be  interested  in,  but  in  which  the  public  will  be 
sufficiently  interested  to  purchase  them* 
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Tabic  VI 


AMERICAN  BOOK  PRODUCTION  FIGURES.* 


1931—1938 

# 

% 

Total 

65839 

100.00 

Fiction 

11938 

18.11 

Sociology 

8371 

12.71 

Phil.  &  Religion 

7744 

11.76 

Biography 

5239 

7.95 

Science 

5232 

7.94 

Poetry  &  Drama 

5203 

7.9 

History 

4759 

7.22 

Fine  Arts 

3996 

6.06 

Liter ature 

3348 

5.08 

Useful  Arts 

2939 

4.46 

Medicine,  Hygiene 

2512 

3.81 

Travel  &  Geography 

2323 

3.52 

Language 

1728 

2.62 

Misc*,  General 

507 

.77 

♦Figures  compiled  from:  '^American  Book  Production. H  Publishers '  Weekly 
119:412,  January  24,  1931;  123:192,  January  21,  1933;  I55553Ej  Januuiy  Bl,  1030. 

125:226,  January  20,  1934;  127:211,  January  19,  1935; 

129:213,  January  18,  1936;  130:210,  January  15,  1938;  135:201,  January  21,  1939. 

Glancing  at  this  table,  -we  may  conclude  that  the  publishers  believe 

the  book-buying  public  to  be  chiefly  interested  in  Fiction,  Sociology  and 

Philosophy  and  Religion.  The  detailed  classification  of  these  figures 

C 

may  be  found  in  Appendix  p ,  Table  I. 

Best  Seller  Lists  are  of  chief  value  in  revealing  the  current  trends 
in  reading  interest*  First  among  these,  of  course,  is  the  best-seller  list 
of  the  Publishers'  Weekly,  compiled  from  lists  sent  in  to  the  editor's 
office  by  book  stores  all  over  the  country*  This  list  is  representative 
of  what  the  country,  at  large  is  buying  in  the  book  stores  at  any  given 
period,  and  is  very  apt  to  be  representative  of  the  books  people  are  talk¬ 
ing  about,  the  books  being  reviewed  in  newspapers  and  in  magazines,  the 
books  which  are  "on  top".  During  the  period  1931-1938  a  number  of  books, 
in  both  the  fiction  and  the  non-fiction  classifications,  appeared  on  the 
best  seller  list  for  more  than  one  year.  A  listing  and  classification  of 

these  is  given  here,  while  the  complete  best  seller  lists  for  the  period 

0 

may  be  found  in  Appendix  p. 
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Table  VII 


BEST  SELLERS . * 


Fiction 


Author 

Title 

Years . 

Type. 

AJlen 

Anthony  Adverse. 

'33,  '34 

Glamour . 

Bromfield 

The  Rains  Came. 

'37,  *38 

Character. 

Buck 

Good  Earth. 

•SI,  *32 

Social  &  Political. 

Cronin 

The  Citadel. 

'37,  *38 

Social  &  Political. 

Douglas 

Magnificent  Obsession. 

•32,  *33 

Philosophical. 

Edmonds 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk. 

*36,  »37 

Historical. 

Hilton 

Good-bye  Mr.  Chips. 

'34,  *55 

Philosophical. 

Lewis 

It  Can’t  Happen  Here. 

'55,  !36 

Satiric. 

Mitchell 

Gone  With  the  Wind. 

*36,  *37 

Historical. 

Roberts 

Northwest  Passage. 

'37,  *38 

Historical. 

Non-Fiction 

Adams 

Epic  of  America. 

'31,  *32 

History. 

Adams 

March  of  Democracy. 

*32,  '33 

Sociology  &  Economic 

Anon. 

Washington  Merry  Go  Round. 

•31,  *32 

Sociology  &  Economic 

Carnegie 

How  to  Win  Friends  and 

Influence  People. 

*37,  *38 

Phil.  &  Psych. 

Day 

Life  With  Father. 

*35,  *36 

Biography. 

Heiser 

American  Doctor's  Odyssey. 

»36,  *37 

Biography. 

Eallet  &  Schlink 

100,000,000  Guinea  Pigs. 

*33,  '34 

Sociology  &  Economic 

Lindbergh 

North  to  the  Orient. 

'35,  '36 

Travel. 

Pitkin 

Life  Begins  at  Forty. 

*33,  *34 

Phil.  &  Psych. 

Van  Loon 

Geography 

'32,  *33 

Geography. 

♦Compiled  from  "Best  Sellers  of  1931".  Publ.  Weekly  121:366-367,  January  23,  1932. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1932".  Publ.  Weekly  123:190-191,  January  21,  1933. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1933".  Publ.  Tfeekly  125:224-225,  January  20,  1934. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1934".  Publ.  Weekly  127:208-209,  January  19,  1935. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1935".  Publ.  Weekly  129:210,  January  18,  1936. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1936".  fcubl.  Weekly  131:214,  January  16,  1937. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1937".  I*ubl.  Weekly  133:205,  January  15,  1938. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1938".  Publ.  Weekly  135:198,  January  21,  1939. 

This  summary  shows  a  preponderant  interest  in  historical  novels, 
and  in  the  field  of  non-fiction,  chief  interest  in  Sociology  and  Economics, 
Philosophy  and  Psychology,  and  Biography.  This  last  follows  the  same  line 
as  the  trends  revealed  by  the  American  Book  Production  figures. 

Irving  Harlow  Hart,  Director  of  the  Extension  Division  at  the  Iowa 
State  Teachers  College,  has,  over  a  period  of  years,  evolved  a  special 
scoring  system  for  evaluating  these  best  seller  lists,  and  in  two  articles 
in  the  Publishers'  Weekly,  gives  his  findings.  In  non-fiction,"1 ‘the  100 


1.  Hart,  Irving  Harlow,  "Best  Sellers  in  Non-Fiction  Since  1921."  Pub 
-j,  ■i.ens.'Je-fiklyi  123:524-528.  February  4.  1933. 


'*>.  * 
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best  seller  titles  for  the  period  1921-1952  classify  as  follows: 


Biography  34 

Travel  and  Adventure  13 

History  12 

Psychology  &  Philosophy  8 

Poetry  &  Drama  8 

Religion  6 

Gaines  &  Recreation  6 

Misc.  13 

Total  100 


These  figures  show  a  definite  trend  to  biography,  and  combining  the 
Psychology  and  Philosophy  figures  with  the  Religion  figures,  that  field 
is  second.  This  trend  roughly  corresponds  to  the  previous  conclusions, 
and  the  lack  of  Economic  and  Sociological  books  during  this  earlier  period 
perhaps  reveals  a  new  thought  pattern  stressing  the  sociological,  a  trend 
due,  in  some  measure  at  least,  to  the  depression.  In  Appendix  may  be 
found  the  author  and  title  list  of  the  first  10  of  the  100  non-fiction 

2. 

best  sellers.  An  arbitrary  classification  of  the  fiction  best  sellers  , 
1919-1932,  (see  Appendix  p'  for  list)  shows  a  predominant  interest  in  the 
social  and  political  novel  which  ranks  second  to  the  historical  type  in 
the  more  recent  best  sellers. 

Library  Circulation  Figures,  unfortunately,  are  not  compiled  annually 
by  any  central  agency,  but  some  interesting  summaries  have  been  made  in 
various  cities. 

A  series  of  articles  on  "Community  Studies  in  Reading"  published  in 
the  Library  Quarterly,  base  their  findings  on  the  circulation  figures  of 
the  libraries  in  the  community  under  consideration.  The  study  by  Helen 
Ridgway  of  Flushing  Branch,  Queens  Borough,  New  York,  revealed  a  predominant 
interest  in  fiction  (read  by  66%),  biography  (read  by  18.8%),  business  and 
technology  (read  by  13.2%),  and  religion  (read  by  11.3%).t'*  Leon  Carnovsky* 


2.  Hart,  Irving  Harlow,  "The  Most  Popular  Books  of  Fiction  Year  by  Year 
in  the  Postwar  Period — 1919-1932."  Publishers*  Weekly  123:364-367, 
January  28,  1933. 

3.  Ridgway,  Helen  A.,  "Community  Studies  in  Reading:  III.  Reading  Habits 
of  Adult  Non-Users  of  the  Public  Library".  Library  Quarterly  6:1-33, 
January,  1936. 
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study  of  Hinsdale,  a  Chicago  suburb,  corresponded  to  this  in  the  first 

two  classifications.  However,  travel  and  fine  arts  ranked  second  and 

4 

third  in  the  non-fiction  preference.  • 

Esther  Warren  uncovered  some  interesting  facts  regarding  tendencies 
in  1935  by  studying  the  library  circulation  figures  from  various  parts 
of  the  United  States.  *  She  found,  during  1935,  a  decrease  in  fiction 
and  an  increase  in  non-fiction  reading  in  the  public  libraries,  and  that 
in  the  latter  classification,  the  demand  was  led  by  useful  arts,  biography 
and  travel. 

The  Lynds,  in  their  classic  community  study  of  Middletown  examined 
the  library  circulation  figures  over  the  ten  year  period,  1925-1935,  and 
arrived  at  some  conclusions  regarding  the  interest  of  the  people  of  that 

community  in  various  subjects.  Adult  circulation  of  Middletown's  central 

6  • 

public  library  by  class  of  book  per  month  of  March  during  given  year: 

1933  1935 


Philosophy 

205 

158 

Religion 

218 

187 

Sociology 

447 

269 

Philology 

17 

10 

Science 

169 

132 

Useful  arts 

343 

274 

Fine  arts 

534 

350 

Literature 

693 

465 

History 

309 

230 

Travel 

440 

311 

Biography 

472 

293 

Fiction 

14,548 

10,054 

During  both  years  Fiction  was  outstandingly  popular.  Literature 
running  a  distant  second,  and  Fine  arts  third. 

A  library  questionnaire  was  sent  by  S.  P.  Weston,  Inc.,  newspaper 
consultants,  to  90  libraries.  Replies  from  55  libraries,  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  were  tabulated  to  show  what  people  were  reading  during  the 
depression.  The  readers  seemed  most  interested  in  Economics  (14,18%), 


4.  Carnovsky,  Leon,  "Community  Studies  in  Reading:  II.  Hinsdale,  A  Suburb 
of  Chicago."  Library  Quarterly  5:1-30,  January,  1935. 

5.  Warren,  Esther  W.,  '"Trends  in  Reading."  Wilson  Bulletin  10:408,  February,  1936. 

6.  Lynd,  Robert  S.  and  Helen  Merrell,  Middletown  Tn  "TVans iTi on,  a  Study  in 
Cultural  Conflicts.  (New  York:  Harcourt7  "Brace  &  Uo’7,  1937) •  p.  571. 
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Fiction,  (11.55/5),  Technical  Books  (10.65/5)  and  Biography  (10.23/5)  • 

However,  to  secure  representative  circulation  figures  for  the  whole 
country,  it  was  necessary  to  write  directly  to  selected  libraries. 

Twenty  public  libraries  were  chosen  for  this  purposd,  including  all 
the  city  libraries  acting  as  regional  libraries  for  the  blind,  libraries 
in  cities  of  states  having  more  than  2,000  blind  according  to  the  1930 


census,  the  library  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  because  of  its  proximity, 
and  the  library  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  as  representative  of  the  South. 


Two  libraries  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Illinois  and  Missouri 

were  included,  because  these  states  have  more  than  3,000  blind.  13  of 

S> 

the  20  answered  the  form  letter  (see  Appendix  J2)  and  from  the  resultant 


figures,  the  following  table  of  library  circulation  has  been  compiled. 


Table  VIII.  >/ 


Classification 


1951—1937 


J- 


X 


£ 


Philosophy  and  Psychology) 


Religion 
Sociology 
Economics 
Political  Science 
Language 
Science 
Useful  Arts 
Fine  Arts 
Music 

Literature 
Poetry 
Drama 
Essays 
Geography  and  Travel 
History 
Biography 
Fiction 

Miscellaneous,  Gen’l  works 


7,486,113  2.62 


14,051,064  4.92 


3,732,164 

6,363,491 

10,753,386 


7,947,500 

9,416,841 

8,739,969 

181,244,617 

7,100,843 


Totals 


285,285,894 


1.3 

2.23 

3.76 


10,625,449  3.72 


17,824,457  6.24 


2.78 

3.3 

3.06 

63.53 

2.48 


<:2 

a 


i::6 

296 


8*  6 


47 


50 

<  0 


:.4 


4j 


7f 


5.6* 


>• 

!. 


91! 

55 


34 

2! 


10. 


1<:. 

3$. 


34 


J». 

9. 


5^ 

31 


2? 


L] 


7.  Weston,  S.  P.,  Jr.,  "Reading  Trends  During  the  Depression."  Wilson 
Bulletin  9:550,  June,  1935. 
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&  LIBRARIES 

1931-1937 


The  overwhelming  circulation  of  fiction,  almost  two-thirds  of  the 
total  allows  no  question  as  to  the  chief  interest  of  the  library  public. 

In  non-fiction,  the  interest  trend  is  mainly  towards  literature,  sociology 
and  economics,  and  useful  arts. 

Surveys  of  reading  interests  are  as  varied  in  character  as  the 
individuals  directing  the  studies  and  the  groups  surveyed.  One  of  the 

most  outstanding  library  centered  surveys  is  that  conducted  under  the 

S. 

auspices  of  the  Queens  Borough  Public  Library  in  1935.  Before  the 
book  collection  for  the  new  branch  of  the  Queens  Library  to  be  located 
in  Woodside  was  bought,  the  staff,  under  the  direction  of  Grace  0.  Kelley, 
made  a  questionnaire  survey  of  the  community  to  discover  what  books  the 
prospective  library  users  would  like  to  have  available.  Although  centered 
in  a  library  problem,  this  community  survey  is  so  comprehensive  as  to  be 
of  great  general  value  as  a  study  of  a  representative  group  of  the  reading 
public.  The  detailed  results  of  this  survey  will  be  referred  to  later, 
but  it  might  be  well  to  indicate  here  the  authors  and  subjects  in  which 
first  interest  was  shown.  Literature  and  scientific  subjects  were  the 
general  subjects  of  chief  interest;  Shakespeare,  Hawthorne  and  Emerson 
the  most  popular  classic  authors. 

Chief  among  the  surveys  based  on  interviews  is  the  Gray-Munroe  survey 
sponsored  by  the  American  Library  Association  and  the  American  Association 
for  Adult  Education.  This  is  a  detailed  study  of  the  reading  activities 

of  several  hundred  adults  in  several  different  communities  in  and  around 

9. 

Chicago,  Illinois.  The  basic  questions  for  the  interview  concerned  the 
number  of  books  read  during  the  last  six  months,  the  type  of  book  usually 
read,  some  specific  titles  recently  read,  and  an  inquiry  as  to  the  avail- 

8.  Kelley,  Grace  0.,  Woodside  Does  Read!  A  Survey  of  the  Reading  Interests 

and  Habits  of  a  Local  Community.  Conducted  under- the*~anspic es~of  'the 
Queens  Borough  Public  Library.  (Jamaica,  New  York:  Queens  Borough  Public 
Library,  1935).  244  pp. 

9.  Gray,  William  S.  and  Ruth  Munroe,  The  Reading  Interests  and  Habits  of 
Adults;  A  Preliminary  Report.  (New  York:  MaciaflTan  Company,  T9Z9)  305  pp. 


ability  of  books.  The  conclusions  mainly  concern  the  amount  and  types 
of  reading  done,  but  the  following  statement  relates  directly  to  our 
field  of  investigation:  ’’Fiction  is  the  most  popular  type  of  book 
read,  although  books  of  biography  and  travel  also  are  in  considerable 
demand.  ’’ 

303  adults  in  North  Platte,  Nebraska,  were  interviewed  by  Alice 
Wiley  Bryant  to  determine  their  reading  habits.  60  of  the  303  were 
asked  to  keep  reading  diaries  to  serve  as  a  check  on  the  material 
received  in  the  interviews.  She  found  that  the  classes  of  books  most 
frequently  read  by  the  entire  group  were:  fiction  (42,9/£);  philosophy 
and  religion  (24,6,^);  history  (20,8  %)  and  sociology  (13,5  rfo) . 

70  office  workers,  skilled  piece  workers  and  other  laborers  at  the 
Federal  Rubber  Company,  Milwaukee,  answered  the  question  ’’WTaat  do  you 
like  to  read  best?*’  and  the  results  compared  with  the  answers  to  the 

A 

12. 

same  question  made  by  600  apprentices  at  the  Milwaukee  Vocational  School. 

More  than  l/2  (45)  of  the  first  group  answered  Fiction  and  Story,  while 

History,  Travel  and  Adv.  ranked  second  (13).  The  second  group  placed 

chief  emphasis  on  technical  reading  (284)  and  books  on  invention  (201). 

Two  questionnaire  studies  are  important  for  comparative  purposes  in 

this  study.  A  survey  of  503  adult  women  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  was 

made  by  Paul  Witty  in  1928-1929, to  determine  the  relation  of ^economic 

13. 

status  of  women  to  amount  and  type  of  material  read;  fiction,  biography 
and  poetry  were  the  fields  of  chief  interest.  Temple  Bailey  and  Shakespeare 
being  the  novelist  and  poet  of  first  interest,  and  Napoleon  and  Bismark 
beihg  the  first  listed  as  biographical  subjects.  The  study  of  Alonzo  G. 

Grace  of  of  2127  adults  enrolled  in  evening  school  classes  for  adults 
to  determine  the  amount  and  type  of  reading  being  done,  and  the  influence 

To:  Ibid. .  n7  2667 

11.  Bryant,  Alice  Wiley,  Reading  Habits  of  303  Adults  in  North  Platte,  Nebraska, 
and  Certain  Factors  Affecting  These  Habits.  Unpublished  Master’s  thesis",'  * 
Iowa  State  College  ("Cedar  Falls,  Iowa:  Iowa  State  Teachers  College,  1936)p.l09 

12.  ”What  Laborers  and  Apprentices  Read.’’  Library  Journal  50:404,  May  I,  1925, 

13.  Witty,  Paul  A.,  ’’The  Reading  Interests  and  Habits  of  Five  Hundred  Adults.’’ 
Education  52:554-562,  May,  1932. 
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of  the  school  and  the  public  library  on  reading  habits  is  also  of 

importance.  History  and  Biography ^first,  Romance  and  True  stories 

second  and  third  in  the  entire  group.  However,  in  conclusion  the 

author  says,  "The  facts  on  the  reading  of  books  as  indicated  in  this 

study  are  practically  worthless,  except  as  they  indicate  the  extreme 

book-reading  poverty  of  these  classes  which  exists  unmolested  in  the 

14. 

midst  of  a  veritable  reader’s  gold  mine." 

Alf  Houkam  approached  the  problem  from  the  angle  of  the  educated 
person  and  sought  to  determine  the  interests  leading  educated  people 
to  seek  information  through  reading.  Over  a  period  of  eight  years 
he  carefully  analyzed  every  question  in  "The  Reader’s  Guide",  a 
question  and  answer  department  conducted  by  Mrs.  May  Lamberton  Becker 
in  The  Saturday  Review  of  Literature,  and  classified  the  interests 
revealed.  *  The  Literary  Arts, among  which  Narrative  (Fiction)  ranked 
first  and  Literature  (Authors,  etc.)  second,  was  the  strangest  interest 
revealed,  the  Social  Sciences  being  second. 

Summary.  Book  Production,  Library  Circulation  and  Reading  Surveys 
rank  Fiction  as  the  top  classification,  the  percentage  of  interest 
ranging  from  18.11/6  to  66%,  In  non-fiction  there  is  a  consistent  stress 
on  Sociology  and  Economics,  Philosophy  and  Psychology  (including  Religion) 
and  Biography  with  a  lesser  stress  laid  upon  the  Useful  Arts  and  Travel. 

Surveys  of  the  Blind 

Popular  opinion  concerning  reading  interests  of  the  blind  conforms 
very  closely  to  that  stated  by  Miss  Lucy  Goldthwaite:  "Those  who  are 
blind  form  a  cross-section  of  the  general  reading  public,  and  it  follows 
that  this  cross-section  has  for  the  most  part  the  same  literary  tastes 

as  any  other  cross-section  would  have."  *  This  opinion  was  echoed  by 

14.  Grace,  Alonzo  G.,  "Reading  Interests  of  Adults."  Journal  of  Educational 
Research  19:273,  April,  1929. 

15.  Houkam,  Alf,  The  Reading  Interests  of  Educated  People.  Unpublished 

Master’s  thesis.  University  of  Illinois.  (Urbana,  Illinois:  University 
of  Illinois,  1933.)  145  pp. 

16.  Bond,  F.  Fraser,  "They  Read  by  Hand  and  Ear."  Forum  100:10,  July,  1938. 
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Dr.  Naples  of  the  University  of  Chicago  in  a  letter  to  the  writer  dated 

October  7,  1938:  "I  would  guess  that  the  subjects  appealing  to  the 

blind  do  not  differ  greatly  from  those  appealing  to  other  people  of 

the  same  age,  sex,  former  occupation,  years  of  schooling,  amount  of 

leisure,  and  social  environment.  Of  course  I  may  be  wrong  in  this,  but 

17. 

I  should  be  much  surprised  to  discover  the  contrary."  However,  no 

proof  of  this  viewpoint  has  been  scientifically  established,  and  objective 

surveys  of  the  reading  interests  of  the  blind  are  almost  unknown. 

'TV a  -TV  .~_i  Q_P  n  1 c^r\edX»J»T) 

~In  1986,  Allan  T.  Hunt,  Assistant  Manager  of  the  -Braille-  Institute 


l/y\ 

of  America,— lac  * ,  undertook  a  survey  of  the  circulation  of  the  Braille 
Institute  Library.  He  selected  at  random  some  hundreds  of  titles,  the 
number  calculated  as  sufficient  to  give  a  fairly  correct  average  for 
the  entire  library.  These  were  then  checked  for  circulation  over  a 
period  of  nearly  4  years,  and  the  results  tabulated.  Since  the  policy 
of  the  Library  is  never  to  send  books  not  asked  for,  the  actual  record 
of  books  borrowed  is  apt  to  be  evidence  that  the  books  have  been  read. 


18. 


Mr.  Hunt’s  figures  are  as  follows,  together  with  the  comparisons  he  made 

between  the  books  read  and  the  books  provided  between  1931  and  1936  by 

19 

the  Library  of  Congress  I 


Classification 

Percent  read 

Percent  provided 

Fiction 

17.9 

32 

History 

9.9 

8 

Natural  Science 

9*6 

6 

Philosophy 

8.7 

2 

Religion 

8.6 

2 

Travel 

7.9 

6 

Biography 

7.S 

14 

Literature 

6.9 

11 

Sociology 

6.8 

9 

Useful  Arts 

6. 

3 

General 

5.9 

2 

Fine  Arts 

4. 

5 

17*  Letter  from  Dr.  Douglas  Waples,  University  of  Chicago,  dated  October  7, 
1938  and  addressed  to  Mrs.  Herman  I.  Riddell,  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind. 

18.  Letter  written  by  Mr.  Allan  T.  Hunt,  Assistant  Manager,  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.,  dated  February  21,  1939  and  addressed  to  Mr.  A.  C. 
Ellis,  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 

19*  Hunt,  Alan  T*,  ,rWhat  do  the  Blind  Read?"  Light,  pages  7-8,  January,  1937* 
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The  variation.  •.  •'would  indicate  that  the  selection 
of  books  furnished  libraries  by  the  Government  should 
be  controlled  to  keep  pace  with  the  desires  of  Braille 
readers*  For  example,  it  would  appear  that  titles  under 
the  classifications  of  Biography  and  Literature  are  at 
present  stocked  in  excess  of  the  demand,  while  titles 
under  the  classification  of  Natural  Science  and  Philos¬ 
ophy  are  greatly  in  demand  and  there  should  be  more  of 
them  available.  Likewise,  the  libraries  are  somewhat 
oversupplied  with  Fiction, 

Religious  organizations  often  supply  individual  readers 
and  libraries  with  religious  literature,  so  that  the 
small  percentage  shown  above  as  being  supplied  by  the 
Government  is  amply  supplemented  and  no  need  of  an 
increase  under  this  classification  is  indicated.  Books 
on  Useful  Arts  in  many  cases  might  be  obtained  from 
the  publishers  of  textbooks  or  be  furnished  by  hand- 
transcribers  who  each  year  transcribe  many  titles  for 
special  purposes* 

Briefly  comparing  this  with  the  trends  in  general  reading  interest 
revealed  in  the  first  section  of  this  chapter,  we  find  some  interesting 
tendencies. 


Sighted 

Fiction 

Sociology  &  Economics 
Philosophy  &  Psychology 
(Religion) 

Biography 

On  the  basis  of  this  one  study 
that  the  blind  want  to  read  what  th< 


Blind 

Fiction 

History 

Natural  Science 
Philosophy 

of  the  blind,  the  concensus  holding 
sighted  choose  is  wrong,  Mr,  Hunt's 


survey  reveals  very  definite  variations,  the  fiction  in  both  instances 

ranks  first.  Note  also  that  the  books  for  the  blind  provided  by  the 

*Wl  •  V\ 

Library  of  Congress  over  the  period  of -the- survey  coincide  much  more  closely 
to  the  reading  interests  revealed  by  the  general  public  than  to  those  of 


the  blind* 

CL  «  a.  Cgo- 1  kj 

Reference  io  made  in  the  Report  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  20,  1936  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the  Project, 
Books  for  the  Adult  Blind: 

Recently,  in  order  that  the  literary  needs  and  reading 
tastes  of  the  blind  in  all  parts  of  the  country  should 
be  known  for  the  aid  such  information  may  give  in  making 
the  final  selection  of  books,  a  letter  was  sent  to  up- 
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ward  of  1,000  blind  readers  located  in  practically  every 
state  of  the  United  States  inviting  them  to  send  to  this 
project  suggestions  of  specific  titles  or  general  expres¬ 
sions  of  literary  preferences.  The  response  to  these 
letters  has  been  quite  informative.  The  suggestions  with 
very  few  exceptions  have  so  far  been  for  works  of  a  serious 
character  in  the  fields  of  the  classics,  philosophy, 
sociology,  economics,  science,  history,  belles-lettres,  £0. 
art,  literary  criticism,  and  established  works  of  fiction. 

Further  allusion  is  made  to  this  survey  in  the  Report  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1937: 

We  also  spoke  of  the  canvass  then  being  made  to  determine 
the  reading  tastes  of  a  representative  group  of  readers. 

The  results  of  this  canvass  show  a  preponderating  interest 
in  serious  books.  This  is  compatible  with  the  trend 
evident  in  libraries  for  the  sighted  all  over  the  country, 
where  reading  for  pastime  has  given  way  to  the  use  of  books 
which  exercise  the  mind,  instead  of  merely  relaxing  it.^* 

It  seemed  to  the  writer  that  such  an  important  survey,  important  in  that 

its  outcomes  are  determining  the  books  which  the  entire  blind  population 

of  the  country  read,  should  be  available  in  detailed  form.  However,  the 

only  statement  regarding  the  methodology  end  outcomes  of  the  survey  that 

we  have  been  able  to  obtain  is : 


This  was  an  informal  canvass,  and  by  no  means  as  ponderous, 
either  in  its  method  or  its  results,  as  the  word  "survey" 
might  indicate.  It  was  undertaken  merely  with  the  view 
of  indicating  the  general  reading  levels  and  tastes  of 
about  1000  of  the  Blind  who  were  already  registered  as 
readers  of  Braille  or  of  the  Talking  Book  with  our  Service 
for  the  Blind  here  in  the  Library..... 

The  replies  to  these  letters  have  never  been  tabulated, 
and  perhaps  a  tabulation  would  not  be  of  great  value. 

We  asked  for  suggestions  for  specific  titles,  and  these 
suggestions  have  been  of  value  in  the  selection  of 
specific  books  for  embossing  or  for  recording.  Within 
such  a  limited  scope,  however,  there  was  likely  to  be 
little  duplication  in  the  suggestions,  and  it  was  the 
general  trend  of  the  replies  which  we  were  more  particularly 
interested  in.^* 


It  would  seem,  then,  that  this  "survey"  is  merely  an  untabulated,  limited 
group  of  letters  received  in  response  to  a  request  for  suggested  titles 


20. 

21. 

22. 


United  States,  Library  of  Congress,  Report  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress 
for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30,  _1^36,  (Washington,  P.  C .:  U.S.Gbvt. 
"Printing  Office,  1936.")  pT  299, 

United  States.  Library'-  of  Congress,  Report  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress 
for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30,  1937,  (Washington,*T>.C . T""U._  S .'  Govt. 
Printing  Office,  TP3T).  "  p,  30ET, 

Letter  from  M.A. Roberts,  Director,  Project,  Books  for  the  Adult  Blind, 
Library. of  Congress,  dated  October  21,  1958.  and  Addre^^d^P.J^^^^Ji,. 


Library'-  of  Congress,  dated  October  21,  193 
Watson  Alberts.  BeaS.  Education  T.^r^r.Vr 


mversity  oi  southern 
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for  embossing 


Today  the  arbiters  of  taste  sit  on  those  governmental 
committees  ■which  have  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  the 
Library  of  Congress.  Annual  appropriations  are  voted 
by  Congress  for  literature  for  the  adult  blind,  and 
it  is  the  Library  of  Congress  which,  for  the  most  part, 
ordains  what  shall  be  read,  both  in  Braille  and  on  the 
talking  book.  'While  this  system  is  a  vast  improvement 
on  the  more  or  less  haphazard  system  which  preceded  it, 
it  results  in  a  far  more  conservative  selection  here 
than  that  made  for  instance,  in  the  United  Kingdom* 

The  guiding  idea  of  the  Library  of  Congress  officials 
is  to  choose  only  titles  which  appear  significant. 

They  argue  that  the  cost  involved  per  volume  is  too 
great  to  squander  on  the  ephemeral.  They  therefore 
proceed,  in  advance  of  posterity,  to  winnow  the  grain 
from  the  chaff.  The  English  authorities,  on  the  other 
hand,  work  on  the  presumption  that  the  contemporary 
books,  be  they  chaff  or  grain,  which  interest  the 
contemporary  seeing  public  will  also  interest  the  0<7 
contemporary  public  that  happens  to  be  without  sight.^* 

The  writer  has  been  unable  to  secure  any  other  figures  relating  to 
surveys  of  reading  interests  of  the  blind.  The  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  Inc.,  conducted  Library  Surveys  in  1929  and  1933  but  figures 
are  not  available.  Mrs.  Martha  K.  Stark,  Librarian,  The  Henry  L.  Wolfner 
Memorial  Library  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis,  has  recently  completed  a  study 
of  the  reading  tastes  of  150  borrowers  from  the  Wolfner  Library.  Since 
her  thesis  is  still  in  tentative  form  and  has  not  been  approved,  she  was 
unable  to  release  her  inf ormation,  though  she  was  kind  enough  to  provide 
the  writer  with  a  copy  of  the  questionnaire  she  was  using. 

Summary  .  Of  such  nature  is  the  information  in  the  field  of  read¬ 
ing  interests  of  the  blind:  speculative  and  arbitrary,  with  but  one 
attempt  to  objectively  ascertain  what  the  blind  themselves  are  actually 
reading. 


Conclusions. 


All  sources  of  information  concerning  the  reading  interests  of  the 
general  public  reveal  a  first  interest  in  fiction,  sociology  and  economics. 


23.  Bond,  F.  Fraser,  "Thev  Read  by  Hand  and  Ear."  Forma  100:11,  July,  1938. 
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philosophy  and  psychology  (including  religion)  and  biography#  The 
one  objective  study  of  the  reading  interests  of  the  blind  place  their 
interest  in  fiction,  history,  natural  science,  philosophy  and  religion* 
This  difference  in  the  reading  interests  of  the  general  public 
and  the  blind  is  not  compatible  with  the  popular  concensus  and  merits 
further  investigation* 


CHAPTER  III 


WILLIAM  SHAKESPEARE  OR  TEMPLE  BAILEY? 

In  order  to  determine  just  -what  authors  are^particularly  enjoyed 
by  the  blind  readers  reached  by  this  questionnaire,  a  check  list  of 
authors  of  modern  fiction,  modern  non-fiction  and  classic  or  standard 
authors  was  prepared  and  introduced  as  Question  3  of  the  questionnaire. 

The  authors  were  carefully  selected  as  being  representative  of  general 
classes  and  types.  However,  in  retrospect,  it  is  feared  that  the 

v/Va  6 

question  was  not  altogether  successful.  The  group^Sof  the  classic 
authors  together  was  a  bit  leading,  and  many  of  the  readers  simply 
checked  the  entire  list  of  sixty  authors,  or  most  of  it,  being  most 
undiscriminating.  When  the  entire  list  was  checked,  it  was  counted, 
in  tabulation,  as  being  equivalent  to  a  "No  Answer",  since  the  question 
pointedly  requests  a  choice. 

Table  IX^  on  the  -fe-l-lewing-  very  clearly  shows  the  preferences 

of  the  entire  group  in  all  three  classif icationst 

I 

(See  Next  Page  for  Table  IX) 

Booth  Tarkington,  Mary  Roberts  Rinehart  and  Zane  Grey  are  the  most 
popular  modern  fiction  writers;  Edgar  Guest,  Eugene  O’Neill  and  George 
Bernard  Shaw  the  non-fiction  writers  of  chief  interest;  and  Mark  Twain, 

Charles  Dickens  and  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  the  top  ranking  classic  or 
standard  authors.  The  classifications  (see  Appendix  B)  established  in 
the  process  of  constructing  the  questionnaire,  place  ih-e  two  of  the  modern 
fiction  authors  in  the  light  class,  and  one,  Tarkington,  in  the  good. 

Tarkington  and  Rinehart  both  write  the  cheerful  type  of  book,  while  Grey  is 
of  course,  representative  of  the  adventure  story  writer.  The  three  top 
authors  in  the  modern  non-fiction  group  are  all  from  the  literature  class,  there 


. 
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Table  I X 

NUMERICAL  AilD  PERCENTAGE  TABLE  OF  AUTHOR  PREFERENCE 

group  A. 

f 

% 

Group  B. 

# 

% 

Group  C. 

# 

% 

rkington 

797 

63.76 

Gue  st 

700 

56. 

Twain 

993 

79.44 

nehart 

738 

5^.04 

O’Neill 

544 

43.52 

Dickens 

939 

75.12 

ey 

674 

53.92 

Shaw 

538 

43.04 

Stevenson 

850 

68. 

ck 

638 

51.04 

Lippman 

502 

40.16 

Shake speare 

778 

62.24 

rber 

626 

50.08 

Halliburton 

496 

39.68 

Scott 

760 

60.8 

wis 

609 

48.72 

Van  Loon 

451 

36.08 

Irving 

716 

57.28 

rvrood 

598 

47.84 

Adams 

436 

34.88 

Holy  Bible 

712 

56.96 

Is worthy 

597 

47.76 

Beebe 

402 

32.16 

Hawthorne 

708 

56.64 

yle 

547 

43.76 

Sullivan 

391 

31.28 

Cooper 

651 

52.08 

uglas 

527 

42.16 

de  Kruif 

384 

30.72 

Emerson 

645 

51.6 

batini 

495 

39.6 

Millay 

345 

27.6 

Franklin 

645 

51.6 

sher^.  i 

424 

33.92 

Sandburg 

337 

26.96 

Dumas 

638 

51.04 

iley 

419 

33.52 

Chase 

316 

25.28 

Browning 

580 

46.4 

dehouse 

370 

29.6 

Durant 

296 

23.68 

Thackeray 

489 

39.12 

nclair 

336 

26.88 

Beard 

245 

19.44 

Homer 

375 

30. 

drieh 

312 

24.96 

Jones 

235 

18.8 

Tolstoy 

370 

29.6 

Hand 

296 

23.68 

Bradford 

206 

16.48 

Ibsen 

300 

24. 

llace 

268 

21.44 

Zweig 

201 

16.08 

Balzac 

296 

23.68 

rrow 

215 

17.2 

Jeans 

181 

14.48 

Plato 

281 

22.48 

olfe 

150 

12. 

Spaeth 

180 

14.4 

Chauc  er 

275 

22. 

Answer 

80 

6.4 

No  Answer 

109 

8.72 

No  Answer 

78 

6.24 

as  follows;  797  or  63,76%  of  the  1250  responding  to  the  questionnaire  checked  Tarkington 
an  author  they  particularly  enjoy^  reading;  etc. 


being  one  poet  and  two  playwrights.  The  top  ranking  classic  authors  are 
all  fiction  writers. 

Modern  Fiction  Authors 

The  response  of  the  questionnaire  group,  as  may  be  seen  on  Table  IX, 
clearly  indicates  that  the  modern  fiction  authors  which  the  blind  particularly 
enjoy  reading  are:  Tarkington,  Rinehart,  Grey,  Buck  and  Ferber.  Three  of 
these  five  rank  with  good  fiction,  the  other  two  being  of  a  lighter 
character.  Two  are  writers  of  cheerful  stories,  one  of  adventure,  one  of 
social  and  political  novels,  and  the  other  of  romantic  stories.  Only 
one.  Pearl  Buck,  corcerns  herself  with  life  problems  of  significance. 

The  influence  of  age  on  author  interest  is  noticeable  but  does  not 
resreal  any  striking  differences  in  choice  among  the  various  groups. 

(See  Next  Page  for  Table  X) 

Booth  Tarkington  ranks  first  in  all  three  groups,  Mary  Roberts  Rinehart 
second  in  the  two  younger  groups,  her  popularity  being  superseded  by  that  of 
Zane  Grey  with  those  over  50  years  of  age.  The  middle  age  group  varies  from 
the  opinion  of  the  entire  group  only  in  ranting  Pearl  Buck  third  and  Zane 
Grey  fourth,  rather  than  fourth  and  third  respectively.  However,  the  blind 
30  years  of  age  and  under,  replace  Pearl  Buck  with  Sinclair  Lewis,  both  of 
whom  write  Social  and  Political  novels  of  a  good  type,  and  Edna  Ferber  with 
James  Oliver  Curwood,  both  of  whom  are  writers  of  romance  and  glamor,  the 
books  of  the  latter,  however,  being  of  a  much  lighter  type  than  those  of  the 
former.  The  trend,  then,  with  the  more  youthful,  is  toward  a  lighter  type 
of  modern  fiction  reading,  three  of  the  five  most  popular  writers  being 
writers  of  light  fiction.  The  group  over  50  years  6f  age  prefers  the  good 
detective  novels  of  A.  Conan  Doyle  to  the  social  and  political  novels  of 
Pearl  Buck;  this  shift  in  interest  is  towards  the  type  of  author  concerned 
more  with  story  and  movement  than  with  life  problems. 


Table  X 

PERCENTAGE  AND  PLACEMENT  TABLE  OF  MODERN 
FICTION  AUTHOR  PREFERENCE  OF  THE  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS 
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as  follows:  Tarkington  is  unanimously  the  most  popular  of  the  modern  fiction  authors, 
checked  the  most  times  by  all  groups:  Rinehart  is  second  in  the  two  groups  below  fifty 
of  age,  but  is  third  in  the  group  51  years  of  age  and  over;  etc. 


The  influence  of  education  on  author  preference  is  much  more 


noticeable  than  that  of  age.  With  the  group  having  some  measure  of 
elementary  education  only,  three  of  the  five  most  popular  authors  of 
modern  fiction  are  -writers  of  light  stories,  and  the  two  ranking  with 
the  good  fiction  writers  do  cheerful  and  detective  stories.  Contrasting 
this  directly  with  the  group  of  college  ranking,  we  find  that  only  one 
of  the  five  is  a  writer  of  light  fiction,  the  other  four  all  being 
writers  of  the  better  type  of  novel.  The  high  school  group  coincides 
closely  with  the  elementary  group  in  its  choices,  two  of  the  five 
highest  ranking  authors  being  writers  classified  as  doing  good  fiction. 
However,  it  should  be  noted  that  with  the  high  school  group  these  two 
rank  first  and  fifth,  rather  than  third  and  fifth  as  with  the  elanentary 
group. 


(See  Next  Page  for  Table  XI) 

Notable  as  an  example  of  the  difference  between  the  three  groups 
is  the  progress  of  Zane  Grey  from  one  group  to  another:  first  with  those 
having  elementary  education  only,  third  with  those  in  the  high  school 
group,  and  eleventh  with  those  with  college  training. 

Summary.  In  general,  although  the  entire  group  prefers  authors  of 

the  writers  of 

good  modern  fiction,  the  preference  runs  towards/the  cheerful,  entertaining 
story  type  of  novel,  rather  than  toward  the  writers  of  the  social  and 
political  or  psychological  novels.  The  influence  of  age  on  choice  of 
author  is  negligible,  the  only  generality  that  may  be  drawn  being  that 
there  is  a  tendency  toward  // f X i-fy  writer  of  lighter 
fiction  among  the  younger  group.  However,  definite  variation  in  choice 
appears  with  variation  in  education,  the  higher  educational  levels  preferring 
the  better  fiction  writers. 


Table  XI 
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£ilollow£=  MtUoughlVTilkington  was  checked  by  63.76;?  of^the  ^eed 

-lonnaire,  only  57.73%  of  those  with  elementary  educat-on  only  - 

*lrd  while  Zane  Grey  was  ranked  first  by  this  group,  being  checked  by  68.14,. 


Modern  Non-Fiction  Authors 


The  response  of  the  questionnaire  group  as  a  whole,  referring  again 
to  Table  IX,  lists  Edgar  Gues};,  Eugene  O'Neill,  George  Bernard  .haw, 
Vvalter  Lippman  and  Richard  Halliburton  as  the  five  most  popular  modern 
non-fiction  writers.  Three  of  these  are  literary  writers,  one  a  writer 
of  popular  sociology  in  the  nature  of  political  comments,  the  other  a 
writer  of  adventur/ous  travel  books.  There  is  undoubtedly  little 
interest  in  the  scholarly  type  of  modern  non-fiction  production,  Stefan 
Zweig,  Sir  Games  Jeans  and  Sigmund  Spae^th  being  at  the  very  bottom  of 
the  list  with  their  fine  biographies,  astronomical  books  and  music 
comments. 

The  influence  of  age  in  this  classification  of  authors  is  very- 
noticeable. 


(See  Next  Page  for  Table  XIl) 

Witness  the  manner  in  which  O'Neill  and  Shaw,  the  more  modern  playwrights 
stressing  non-traditional  forms  and  themes,  rank  first  and  third  with 
the  young  group,  second  and  fourth  with  the  middle  age  group,  and  ninth 
and  fifth,  respectively,  with  the  older  blind.  Witness  also  how  Lippman 
goes  from  eighth  with  the  young  blind,  to  third  with  the  middle  age 
group  and  second  with  the  older  age  group,  and  Van  Loon,  ranking  tenth 
with  those  below  thirty-one,  ranks  fifth  with  the  middle  a?re  group  and  third 
with  those  over  fifty. 

Four  of  the  five  ranked  first  by  those  under  thirty-one  are  literary 
writers,  one  is  a  travel  book  author;  three  of  the  five  ranked  first  by 
those  from  thirty-one  to  fifty  years  of  age  are  literary  writers,  one  a 
writer  of  sociology  and  one  a  general  writer  known  for  his  humorous, 
catchy  style;  only  two  of  the  five  ranked  first  by  those  over  fifty  are 
literary  writers,  one  is  a  travel  writer,  and  the  other  two  are  the  same 


Table  XII 

PERCENTAGE  AND  PLACEMENT  TABLE  OF  MODERN  NON*FICTION 
AUTHOR  PREFERENCE  OF  THE  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS 


ups 

% 

- 30 

% 

31—50 

% 

51— 

% 

56. 

O'Neill 

55.52 

Guest 

56.27 

Guest 

58.33 

43.52 

Gue  st 

54.08 

O'Neill 

46.74 

Lippman 

42.49 

43.04 

Shaw 

52.64 

Lippman 

45.11 

Van  Loon 

37.77 

L 

40.16 

Halliburton 

45.19 

Shaw 

40.23 

Halliburton 

36.11 

iirton 

39.68 

Sandburg 

35.81 

Van  Loon 

39.06 

Shaw 

34.99 

in 

36.08 

Millay 

34.13 

Adams 

38.6 

Sullivan 

33.61 

34.88 

de  Kruif 

33.39 

de  Kruif 

38.37 

Adams 

32.22 

32.16 

Lippman 

33.41 

Halliburton 

37.9 

Beebe 

31.11 

in 

31.28 

Adams 

32.69 

Beebe 

36.97 

O'Neill 

25.83 

.f 

30.72 

Van  Loon 

31. 

Sullivan 

35.34 

Jones 

24.16 

27.6 

Beebe 

29.56 

Chase 

30.23 

Chase 

21.39 

'g 

26.96 

Sullivan 

25.96 

Dm*  ant 

29.06 

Durant 

20.27 

25.28 

Chase 

24.27 

Millay 

28.37 

de  Kruif 

17.77 

23.68 

Beard 

22.83 

Sandburg 

26.97 

Millay 

17.77 

19.44 

Durant 

19.95 

Bradford 

21.16 

Sandburg 

17.5 

18.8 

Zweig 

15.14 

Beard 

20.69 

Bradford 

16.66 

rd 

16.48 

Spaeth 

14.18 

Zweig 

20.46 

Beard 

14.16 

16.08 

Jones 

13.22 

Jones 

19.53 

Zweig 

11.38 

14.48 

Jeans 

12.74 

Spaeth 

19.06 

Jeans 

11.38 

14.4 

Bradford 

11.53 

Jeans 

18.83 

Spaeth 

8.05 

tver 

8.72 

No  Answer 

5.52 

No  Answer 

6.74 

No  Answer 

14.72 

1 — - — — - - — - 

s  follows:  Guest  was  checked  by  56%,  of  the  entire  group  of  1250,  and  was  also  rated 
by  the  two  age  groups  over  30  years  of  age;  however,  the  younger  group,  under  30,  ranked 
cond,  54.08$  checking  him  whereas  55.52$  checked  0 'Neill*  etc. 


-^1  — 


writer  of  sociolog.  and  the  same  general  writer  appearing  on  the  middle 
age  group  list.  Not  one  of  the  non-literary  authors  appearing  among  the 
first  five  in  any  age  group  can  be  said  to  be  a  scholarly  writer,  and  of 
the  four  literary  writers  appearing,  one  at  least  is  the  writer  of  very 
popular,  sentimental  verse. 

The  influence  of  education  is  not  as  definite  as  in  the  choice  of 
modern  fiction  authors.  True  it  is  that  Edgar  Guest,  ranking  first  in 
the  two  lower  groups,  is  sixth  with  those  having  some  college  education, 
and  true  it  is  that  James  Truslow  Adams,  a  writer  of  fine,  scholarly 
history  ranks  fourth  with  the  college  group,  ninth  with  those  having 
elanentary  education  only  and  eighth  with  those  of  high  school  training. 
O'Neill  climbs  steadily  upward  on  the  list  as  education  increases,  as 
does  Van  Loon.  One  rather  surprising  fact  revealed  in  this  table 

(See  next  Page  for  Table  XIII) 

is  the  popularity  of  William  Beebe,  writer  of  scientific  adventure,  with 
the  lower  education  group  with  whom  he  ranks  fifth,  whereas  with  the 
college  group  he  ranks  fourteenth.  The  only  scholarly  writer  among  the 
first  five  in  any  group  appears  fourth  in  the  college  rankings,  and 
the  percentages  for  the  serious  writers  are,  in  general,  higher  in 
the  college  group  than  in  the  lower  education  groups. 

Summary.  The  modern  non-fiction  writers  of  highest  popularity  are 
not  scholarly  writers,  but  are  either  literary  or  popular  writers.  The 
younger  age  groups  tend  toward  a  choice  of  more  literary  authors  than  does 
the  group  over  fifty,  and  there  is  a  slight  tendency  indicated  toward  a 
more  scholarly  selection  among  the  college  group  than  in  the  lower  educational 


levels 
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Classic  or  Standard  Authors 

Response  of  questionnaire  group  to  this  section  of  the  question  was 
outstanding  since  the  twenty  authors  were  checked  12001  times  as  agginst 
the  9636  times  the  modern  fiction  authors  were  checked,  and  the  7384  times 
;  the  twenty  modern  non-fiction  writers  were  checked.  This  may  indicate  one 
of  two  things:  either  the  blind  prefer  the  classic,  standard  authors,  or 
the  Blind  are  better  acquained  with  the  classic,  standard  authors.  Certainly 
the  latter  is  true,  as  a  glance  at  the  lists  of  titles  provided  by  the 
Government  Project,  Books  for  the  Adult  Blind,  will  indicate.  As  to  the 
tiuth  of  the  former,  it  can  only  be  tested  by  comparison  with  other 
answers  to  the  questionnaire,  which  will  be  done  later  in  the  discussion. 

Referring  again  to  Table  IX  we  find  that  Mark  Twain,  Charles  Dickens, 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  William  Shakespeare  and  Sir  Walter  Scott  are  the 
top  ranking  authors  of  the  classic,  or  standard  type.  With  the  exception 
of  William  Shakespeare,  who  seems  strangely  out  of  place  in  this  company, 
these  authors  are  all  writers  of  £Iction,,oand  three  of  them  writers  of 
adventure  stories.  Even  William  Shakespeare  is  a  teller  of  tales,  tales 
that  assume  strangely  modern  aspects  when  seen  on  the  stage  or  heard  through 
the  medium  of  the  talking  book. 

The  influence  of  age  is  noticeable  in  only  one  regard  in  this  instance. 

(See  Next  Page  for  Table  XIV) 

CX/vtcA 

The  Hoi#  Bible,  in  tenth  place  in  the  preferences  of  the  group  under  31^  in 
sixth  place  in  the  middle  age  group,  is  fifth  in  the  preferences  of  the  age 
group  over  50f 

The  influance  of  education  is  perhaps  more  obvious.  The  college  group 
is  the  only  group  whose  choices  correspond,  in  general,  to  those  of  the  entire 
group,  and  the  only  difference  being  that  Shakespeare  and  Stevenson  rank  third 
and  fourth  respectively  instead  of  fourth  and  third.  Washinrton  Irving 
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Homer 

30.76 

Tolstoy 

35.11 

Tolstoy 

28.88 

• 

29.5 

Chaucer 

25.72 

Homer 

34.18 

Homer 

25. 

24. 

Plato 

24.75 

Balzac 

28.13 

Balzac 

21.36 

23.68 

Ibsen  . 

24.03 

Ibsen 

27.44 

Plato 

18.33 

22.48 

Tolstoy 

23.31 

Plato 

23.72 

Ibsen 

18.05 

• 

22. 

Balzac 

19.47 

Chaucer 

21.16 

Chauc  er 

17.77 

rer 

6.24 

No  Answer 

2.S4 

No  Answer 

5.34 

No  Answer 

11.38 

follows :  Twain  is  unanimously  the  most  popular  of  the  standard,  authors,  being  checked 
A%  of  the  entire  group,  85.57^  of  those  under  30,  81.16$;  of  those  between  31  and  50, 

66%  of  those  over  50;  etc# 


I 


-36- 


places  amopg  the  first  five  with  those  having  high  school  education, 

replacing  Shakespeare  who  is  seventh.  Those  having  some  measure  of 

elementary  education  rank  the  Holy  Bible  fourth  and  Hawthorne  fifth, 

excluding  the  more  generally  accepted  Shakespeare  and  Scott.  Here 

again  one  author  may  be  taken  as  significant:  Hawthorne,  ranking  fifth 

with  those  of  Elementary  Education,  and  sixth  with  those  having  high 

school  education,  is  tenth  on  the  list  of  those  with  College  Education. 

~  (See  Next  Page  for  fable  XV) 

The  steess  in  the  lower  education  groups  seems  to  be  on  "-American  writers, 

while  the  college  group  emphasises  the  English,  perhaps  the  only 

conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  figures  compiled. 

Summary.  Much  more  response  was  forthcoming  on  this  group  of  authors 

than  on  the  other  two  groups  submitted  for  checking.  The  story-telling 

authors  rank  first,  the  only  noticable  influence  of  age  being  an  increased 

popularity  of  the  Holy  Bible  with  the  more  advanced  age  division,  and  the 

lessened 

only  influence  of  education  being  the  /////////  interest  in  .American 
authors  with  further  degrees  of  education. 

Conclusions 

The  general  preferences  of  the  entire  group  in  modern  fiction  tend 
toward  the  £oodt,  cheerful  authors,  writers  of  novels  with  social  or 
political  significance  being  of  minor  interest.  The  younger  blind  seem 
to  prefer  lighter  reading,  while  the  older  group’s  interest  tends  toward 
writers  of  good  stories.  The  interest  in  good  fiction  authors  increases 
definitely  with  increased  education. 

The  general  preferences  of  the  entire  group  in  modern  non-fiction 
is  in  the  literary,  non-scholarly  writers.  The  younger  group’s  selections 
indicate  more  interest  in  the  literary  authors  than  do//  the  selections 
of  the  older  groups,  and  there  is  a  slightly  increased  interest  in  scholarly 
authors  among  those  with  college  education. 

The  general  preferences  of  the  entire  group  in  classic,  standard 
authors  are  fiction  writers.  The  interest  in  the  Bible  increases  in 
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Table  XV 

PERCENTAGE  AND  PLACEMENT  T^iBLE  OF  CLASSIC,  STAN  DARD 
AUTHOR  PREFERENCE  OF  THOSE  HAVING  VA  YING 
DEGREES  OF  EDUCATION 


rX»pS 

% 

Elementary 

% 

High  School 

% 

College 

% 

1  | 

79.44 

Twain 

70.85 

Twain 

81.77 

Twain 

82.05 

■1 

75.12 

Dickens 

63.31 

Dickens 

77.17 

Dickens 

78.88 

u  Dn 

68. 

Stevenson 

55.77 

Stevenson 

68.61 

Shakespeare 

75.98 

*<3  are 

62.24 

Holy  Bible 

46.73 

Scott 

62.12 

Stevenson 

75.19 

> 

60.8 

Hawthorne 

45.22 

Irving 

61.8 

Scott 

67.54 

4 

57.28 

Scott 

45.22 

Hawthorne 

60.53 

Holy  Bible 

62.26 

k)le 

56.96 

Cooper 

44.22 

Shake speare 

60.37 

Emerson 

61.47 

ae 

56.64 

Irving 

44.22 

Holy  Bible 

57.36 

Dumas 

59.89 

52.08 

Shakespeare  44.22 

Cooper 

56.73 

Irving 

58.3 

;< 

51.6 

Franklin 

42.71 

Franklin 

53.88 

Hawthorne 

58.3 

a 

51.6 

Dumas 

37.18 

Emerson 

50.86 

Franklin 

53.03 

51.04 

Emerson 

35.67 

Dumas 

50.39 

Bro  wning 

52.5 

46.4 

Browning 

34.17 

Browning 

47.54 

Cooper 

50.65 

:<ay 

39.12 

Homer 

19.09 

Thackeray 

36.98 

Thackeray 

50.39 

• 

30. 

Thackeray 

19.09 

Homer 

27.25 

Tol stoy 

45.11 

29.6 

Tolstoy 

15.57 

Tolstoy 

24.56 

Ibsen 

44.06 

24. 

Balzac 

13.56 

Chaucer 

19.96 

Homer 

40.89 

i' 

23.68 

Ibsen 

13.06 

Balzac 

19.65 

Plato 

36.41 

) 

22.48 

Plato 

12.56 

Plato 

17.43 

Balzac 

35.09 

> 

22. 

Chaucer 

11.05 

Ibsen 

15.53 

Chaucer 

32.45 

i  er 

6.24 

No  Answer 

12.56 

No  Answer 

5.54 

No  Answer 

3.43 

[  follows:  Twain  and  Dickens  are  unanimously  the  most  popular  of  the  classic  authors, 
tdevenson  third  except  in  the  college  group,  where  he  was  checked  by  only  75.19/?  of  the 
5  nd  Shakespeare  was  checked  by  7.98/?f  etc. 


proportion  to  a  e,  the  only  educational  influence  being  a  slight  decrease 
in  interest  in  American  authors  with  inc  eased  education# 

To  oompare  this  briefly  with  the  results  of  the  V.oodsice  Survey 
I  previously  referred  to*  Among  the  fiction  authors  the  most  popular  v;ere 
Pearl  Duck,  Charles  Pickens,  John  Galsworthy,  Sinclair  Lewis  and  liervey 
I  Allen,  four  modems  and  one  classic.  Of  these  only  two  appear  among  the 
most  popular  fiction  authors  chosen  by  the  blind  reached  in  this  survey* 

I  Pearl  Buck  and  Charles  Dickens.  The  Woodside  Survey  revealed  that  the 
r;ost  popular  non-fiction  authors  were  Shakespeare,  Wells,  Van  Loon, 

De  Kruif  and  Pitkin.  Three  of  those  were  on  the  list  to  be  cheoked  by 
the  blind,  but  of  the  three  only  Shakespeare  appears  among  the  top  five. 
Since  this  T.oodside  Survey  reached  a  representative  community  and  tos 
developed  along  similar  lines  to  this  survey  of  the  blind,  it  may  be 
said  that  on  the  basis  of  this  comparison,  at  least,  and  within  the 
limits  of  the  two  surveys  concerned,  the  blind  are  not  generally 
Interested  in  the  same  books  as  the  sighted,  their  Interest  tending 
more  toward  the  light,  story  form  of  fiotion  writing,  and  toward  the 
more  literary  type  of  non-fiction  writers. 
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*  February  1,  1939 

Dear  Braille  Reader: 

» 

We  are  requesting  our  Braille  reading  friends  to  cooperate  with  us  in  a  study  to  measure  in 
some  degree  the  reading  tastes,  interests  and  literary  needs  of  blind  readers.  We  know  of  no 
more  representative  group  than  the  readers  of  the  Braille  Edition  of  the  “Reader’s  Digest.” 

On  the  next  few  pages,  you  will  find  a  questionnaire.  The  questions  deal  with  you  and  your 
interests  as  related  to  your  reading.  We  have  tried  to  keep  the  questions  simple  and  direct. 
Some  of  the  answers  merely  require  checking,  others  “Yes”  and  “No”,  and  still  others,  brief 
;  listings.  For  your  convenience  we  are  printing  the  questionnaire  in  both  ink  and  Braille.  First, 
study  your  Braille  copy  carefully,  and  then,  with  the  assistance  of  a  seeing  friend,  fill  in  the 
answers  in  ink  or  pencil  on  the  ink-print  copy  and  return  the  fully  answered  questionnaire  to  us. 

Please  Note:  Obviously,  the  tabulation  of  the  answers  to  the  questionnaire  will  constitute  a 

[large  task.  Sighted  tabulators  will  be  used,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  most  important  that  only 
the  ink-print  copies,  properly  filled  in,  be  returned  to  us.  Do  not  return  the  Braille  copies  to  us, 
as  this  will  be  an  unnecessary  expense.  For  your  convenience,  we  have  inclosed  an  addressed 
!,  envelope  for  returning  the  ink-print  questionnaire. 

i  The  success  of  this  project  depends  wholly  upQn  the  cooperation  of  our  Braille  readers.  There 
iare  no  right  answers;  there  are  no  wrong  answers;  the  only  standard  is  your  taste  and  judg- 
I  ment.  You  have  never  failed  us  in  the  past,  and  we  are  confident  that  you  will  cooperate  with 
'  us  to  the  fullest  extent.  Please  return  the  ink-print  questionnaire  to  us  by  February  15,  1939. 

We  hope  that  the  results  of  our  study  will  enable  us  to  better  adapt  the  facilities  of  our  institu- 
I  tion  to  the  literary  needs  of  the  thousands  of  Braille  readers  who  are  served  by  the  American 
i  Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 

Sincerely  yours, 

A.  C.  ELLIS 

Superintendent 

P.  S.  If  you  will  send  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  readers,  in  the  United  States,  who 
share  your  copies  of  the  “Reader’s  Digest,”  we  will  be  glad  to  send  them  copies  of  this  ques¬ 
tionnaire. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 


Name 


Sex - 

Education : 
Elementary 


_ Age- 


High  School 


(tirades  completed) 


(Grades  completed) 


Diploma  ?_ 
Diploma  ? 


(City) 

Marital 

_ status — 


(State) 


Age  when 
-became  blind- 


Graduate  work  (years  completed). _ _ _ 

Degrees  ? _ _ — - - 


Business  College - Diploma  ?_ 

( Months  completed) 


Normal  School- 


(Years  completed) 


Diploma  ?_ 


Other  study  (years  completed  and  nature  of  woi 


College  or  University - Diploma?- 

(Years  completed) 

Occupation 

or  Profession - 


JEmployed  ?_ 


Unemployed  ?_ 


1.  Do  you  have  a  talking  book  machine  ?_ 


2.  For  your  personal  reading  do  you  prefer  Braille  grade  l1/^  or  Braille  grade  2? 

3.  Check  the  following  authors  whose  works  you  particularly  enjoy  reading: 


Group  A 

— Bess  Streeter  Aldrich 
— Temple  Bailey 
— Pearl  Buck 
— James  Oliver  Curwood 
— Margaret  Deland 
— A.  Conan  Doyle 
—Lloyd  Douglas 
— Edna  Ferber 
—Dorothy  Canfield  Fisher 
— John  Galsworthy 
— Zane  Grey 
— Sinclair  Lewis 
— Honore  Willsie  Morrow 
— Mary  Roberts  Rinehart 
— Rafaal  Sabatini 
— Upton  Sinclair 
— Booth  Tarkington 
—Edgar  Wallace 
— P.  G.  Wodehouse 
— Virginia  Woolfe 


Group  B 

_ James  Truslow  Adams 

— Charles  A.  Beard 

_ William  Beebe 

_ Gamaliel  Bradford 

_ Stuart  Chase 

— Paul  de  Kruif 

_ Will  Durant 

— Edgar  Guest 
— Richard  Halliburton 
— Sir  James  Jeans 
— E.  Stanley  Jones 
- — Walter  Dippman 

Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay 
— Eugene  O’Neill 
- — Carl  Sandburg 
- — George  Bernard  Shaw 
-  Sigmund  Spaeth 
—Mark  Sullivan 
— Hendrick  W.  Van  Loon 
— Stefan  Zweig 


Group  C 

_ Honore  Balzac 

_ Holy  Bible 

_ Robert  Browning 

_ Chaucer 

_ James  Fenimore  Cooper 

_ Charles  Dickens 

_ Alexander  Dumas 

_ Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

_ Benjamin  Franklin 

_ Nathaniel  Hawthorne 

_ Homer 

_ Henrik  Ibsen 

—Washington  Irving 
_ Plato 

_ _ .Sir  Walter  Scott 

_ _ William  Shakespeare 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 

_ Wm.  Makepeace  Thackeray 

_ Count  Leo  Tolstoy 

_ Mark  Twain 
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,  eck  the  subjects  listed  below  in  which  you  are  primarily  interested: 


tisiness  Conditions 
:ama 

breign  relations 
overnment 

Iealth  and  hygiene 
istory 
le  Home 
'Usic 


_ Personalities 

_ Philosophy 

_ Places 

_ Plant  and  animal  life 

_ Poetry 

_ Psychology 

_ Recreation 

Religion 

_ Social  changes  &  problems 


_ Values  and  problems  of 

science 

_ Vocations 

_ Any  others  (List) : 


lieck  any  of  the  following  subjects  about  which  you  would  like  to  read: 

leaking  in  public 
pilding  up  your  health 
^proving  your  personal  appearance 
ccomplishing  more  in  your  work 
Bveloping  a  hobby 
ppreciation  of  art  and  music 
inild  training 
•able  etiquette 
hoice  and  care  of  clothes 
;are  and  upkeep  of  commercial  stands 
I  etting  along  with  people 
nproving  your  conversation 

ist  several  books  which  you  would  like  to  have  made  available  to  the  blind,  indicating  whether  you 
muld  prefer  them  in  Braille  or  talking  book  form: 


. — Reading  with  greater  enjoyment 

_ Being  more  self-confident 

_ Cooking 

— Enjoying  your  leisure  time 

_ Salesmanship 

_ Pets 

_ Keeping  up  with  current  events 

_ Caring  for  a  home 

_  Any  others  (List) _ 


. 


• - - — - * 

iLow  many  books  have  you  read  during  the  past  six  months  ? - 

3 


,  thp  b00ks  you  have  read  and  enjoyed  during  the  past  6  months,  indicating  whe 
8-  Moon,  or  were  read  to  you  from  the  inh  print:  ] 


1.- 

2._ 

3. _ 

4. _ 

5— 

6- 
7.- 
8.. 
9- 

10- 


9.  List  the  names  of  the  magazines  which  you  read  regularly,  indicating  whether  these  are  Braille, 
New  York  point,  or  read  to  you  from  the  ink  print : 


1- 


2 _ 

3  _ 

4  _ 


10.  From  wthat  soui’ce  do  you  receive  most  of  your  reading  material  (Give  name  of  library  or  agenc 


11.  Do  you  find  your  library  service  adequate?  Explain  briefly: 


APPENDIX  B 


AUTHOR  AND  SUBJECT  LISTINGS 


BOOK  LISTS 


NOTE:  Fiction  classifications  are  derived  from  a  mimeographed  list  prepared 
by  students  of  the  University  of  Chicago  Graduate  Library  School.  The  grading 
is  progressively  from  1  to  6  on  the  basis  of  maturity. 


i*'Pearl  Buck 
A.  Conan  Doyle 
!*Edna  Ferber 
i  Dorothy  Canfield  Fisher 
*  John  Galsworthy 
^Sinclair  Lems 
Rafaal  Sabatini 
i  Booth  Tarkington 
P.  G.  Wodehouse 
Virginia  YToolf 

Bess  Streeter  Aldrich 
Temple  Bailey 
James  Oliver  Curwood 
i  Margaret  Deland 
Lloyd  Douglas 
Zane  Grey 

i  Honor e  Willsie  Morrow 
i  Mary  Roberts  Rinehart 
Upton  Sinclair 
Edgar  Wallace 


GROUP  A 

MODERN  FICTION 
Good 


Social  and  Political  4 
Detective  4 
Romance  3 
Philosophical  4 
Family  5 
Satire,  Social  and  Political  5 
Historical  3 
Cheerful  4 
Satire  3 
Psychological  6 

Light 

Family  2 
Romance  1 
Glamor  1 
Character  2 
Philosophical  2 
Adventure  2 
Historical  2 
Cheerful  2 
Social  and  Political  3 
Detective  1 


GROUP  B 


MODERN  NON-FICTION 


♦James  Truslow  Adams,  1878- 
*Charles  A.  Beard,  1874 
William  Beebe,  1877- 
Camaliel  Bradford 
♦Stuart  Chase 
Paul  de  Kruif 
'  Will  Durant,  1885- 
Sdgar  Guest 

Richard  Halliburton,  1900 
Sir  James  Jeans 


History 

History,  Sociology 

Science 

Biography 

Sociology 

Science 

Philosophy 

Popular  poetry 

Travel 

Astronomy,  Science 


♦Dickinson,  Asa  Don,  The  Best  Books  of  the  Decade :  "Twenty-Five  Favorite 
Authors".  (N.Y. :  H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  *1337)'.'  "  194  pp. 


: 


•* 


t 


t 


E.  Stanley  Jones 
♦Walter  Lippm&n,  1889- 
♦Eugene  O'Neill,  1888- 
!*Carl  Sandburg,  1878- 
George  Bernard  Shaw,  1856- 
Sigmund  Spaeth,  1885- 
'  Mark  Sullivan,  1874 
Hendrick  Willem  Van  Loon,  1882- 
Stefan  Zweig,  1887- 


Religion 

Sociology 

Drama 

Poetry 

Drama 

Music 

Popular  History 
General 

History,  3iography 


GROUP  C 


CLASSICAL  LITERATURE 


Fiction 

Honor©  Balzac,  1802-1870 
James  Fenimore  Cooper,  1789-1851 
!$Charlcs  Dickens,  1812-1870 
Alexander  Dumas,  1799-1850 
I  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  1804-1864 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  1771-1832 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  1850-1894 


Religion 

Poetry 

Anglo-Saxon 

Essays,  Philosophy 

Political,  Sociological 

Classic  Greek 

Drama 

Travel 

Philosophy 

Drama 


♦Ibid. 


[^William  Makepeace  Thackeray, 
1811-1863 

T^Count  Leo  Tolstoy,  1828-1910 
Mark  Twain,  1835-1910 


Holy  Bible 

Robert  Browning,  1812-1889 
#Chaucer,  1340-1400 
Ralph  Yfaldo  Emerson,  1803-1882 
Benjamin  Franklin,  1706-1790 
#H omer 

^Henrik  Ibsen,  1828-1906 
Washington  Irving 
#Plato 

William  Shakespeare,  1564-1616 


Character 

Historical 

Character 

Adventure 

Social,  Romance 

Historical,  Romance 

Adventure 

Character 
Philosophical 
Character,  humor 

-Fiction 


4 

4 

4 
3 

5 
5 
5 


#Brebner,  J.  Bartlet,  and  the  Honors  Faculty  of  Columbia  College,  Classics 
of  the  Western  World.  (Chicago:  A.L.A.,  1927).  123  pp. 


CD  CO  tO 


? 


* 


t 


\ 


i 


* 


- 


♦. 


i  •  * 


SUBJECT  LISTS 


(according  to  Dewey  decimal  classification) 


I  Philosophy  and  Psychology 
The  Home 
Philosophy 
Psychology 

Getting  along  with  people 
Being  more  self-confident 

I  Religion 

Religion 

K  Sociology 

Business  Conditions 

Foreign  relations 
Government 

Social  changes  and  problems 
Child  training 
Table  etiquette 

Keeping  up  with  current  events 

[  Language 

Speaking  in  public 
Improving  your  conversation 

Science 

Plant  and  animal  life 
Values  and  problems  of  science 
Health  and  hygiene 
Building  up  your  health 
Pets 

Useful  Arts 

Vocations 

Accomplishing  more  in  your  work 

Choice  and  care  of  clothes 

Improving  your  personal  appearance 

Caring  for  a  home 

Cooking 

Salesmanship 

Care  and  upkeep  of  commercial  stands 

Fine  Arts 
Art 
Music 

Recreation 
Developing  a  hobby 
Appreciation  of  art  and  music 
Enjoying  your  leisure  time 

Literature 

Drama 

Poetry 

Reading  with  greater  enjoyment 


History,  Travel  and  Biography 
History 
Personalities 
Places 


APPENDIX  C 


CHARACTER  OF  GROUP 


1 

Table  I. 


RESPONSE  TO  QUESTIONNAIRE  BY  STATES 

jj'ber  Stats  Number 

of  Question- 

Number  of  Question- 

Percentage  Received 

1*  naires 

i - 

sent  out 

na'ires  received 

■  ■  ■  —  ■  - - -  --  - — 

Alabama 

26 

11 

42,3 

Arizona 

4 

2 

50. 

Arkansas 

15 

6 

40. 

California 

173 

83 

47.34 

Colorado 

26 

16 

61.53 

Connecticut 

54 

31 

57.4 

Delaware 

3 

3 

100. 

District  of  Columbia  17 

8 

47.05 

Florida 

27 

1 

3.7 

Georgia 

24 

2 

8.33 

Idaho 

12 

4 

33.33 

Illinois 

146 

77 

52.73 

Indiana 

52 

34 

65.38 

Iowa 

48 

27 

56.25 

Kansas 

39 

22 

56.41 

Kentucky 

50 

36 

72. 

Louisiana 

32 

18 

56.25 

Maine 

15 

11 

73.33 

Maryland 

42 

22 

52.38 

Massachusetts 

147 

80 

54.42 

Michigan 

100 

52 

52. 

Minnesota 

55 

27 

49.09 

Mississippi 

15 

9 

60. 

Missouri 

62 

31 

50. 

Montana 

5 

3 

60. 

Nebraska 

12 

9 

75. 

Nevada 

2 

2 

100, 

New  Hampshire 

7 

5 

71.42 

New  Jersey 

108 

55 

50.92 

New  Mexico 

2 

1 

50. 

New  York 

292 

138 

47.26 

North  Carolina 

54 

27 

50. 

North  Dakota 

4 

4 

100. 

Ohio 

137 

66 

48.17 

Oklahoma 

41 

27 

65.35 

Oregon 

27 

13 

48.14 

Pennsylvania 

188 

96 

51.01 

Rhode  Island 

22 

15 

68.18 

South  Carolina 

22 

7 

31.72 

South  Dakota 

14 

9 

64.23 

Tennessee 

34 

19 

55.88 

Texas 

78 

44 

56.39 

Utah 

17 

10 

58.32 

Vermont 

11 

7 

63.G3 

Virginia 

44 

26 

59.09 

Washington 

16 

9 

56.25 

West  Virginia 

26 

11 

42.3 

Wisconsin 

67 

29 

43.27 

Wyoming 

5 

5 

100. 

Total 

2419 

1250 

51.57 

Inadequate 

12 

1262 

52.17 

follows:  7  questionnaires  were  sent  to 

the  State  of  New  Hamo shire:  5  of  these  or  Yl.42 

turned,  adequately  answered. 

(N 

derived  from:  Best,  H., 

Blindness  and 

the  Blind  in 

the  United 

States.  P.  171. 

A  A 

Table  II 


PERCENTAGE  TABLE  OF  RELATION  OF  SEX  AND  MARITAL  STATUS  I. 


Total 

Single 

Married 

Divorced 

Separated 

Widowed 

No  Answer 

51*76 

50.08 

32.47 

.61 

2.78 

11.9 

47.92 

59.59 

17.52 

.50 

8.34 

14.02 

.32 

100. 

■llows:  51# 76^  of  the  total  answering  the  questionnaire  are  male;  of  these 
single,  32.47/S  are  married,  etc# 


•  • 


Table  III. 


PERCENTAGE  TABLE  OF  RELATION^  OF  SEX  AND  MARITAL  STATUS  II. 


Single 

Married 

Separated 

Divorced 

Widowed 

No  Answer 

54.38 

25.2 

.56 

5.36 

14. 

47.95 

66.66 

57.14 

25.37 

49.71 

52.02 

33.33 

42.35 

74.62 

00 

. 

2.28 


)llovrs :  54.88^o  of  the  total  answering  the  questionnaire  are  single;  of  these, 

i  ma'le,  52,02%  are  female,  etc. 
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Read  as  follows :  Of  the  1250  answering  the  questionnaire,  59  are  between  the  agesof  71  and  80 
and  of  these  5  became  blind  between  the  ages  of  51  and  40;  etc. 
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PERCENTAGE  TABLE  RELATING  PREBENT  AGE  TU  AGE  AT  WHICH  BL1NDNEEB  OCCURRED 
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Table  Till. 


^PERCENTAGE  TABLE  SUMHARYING  THE  RELATION 
OF  PRESENT  AGE  TO  AG^E^T_Y^ICEjBLl!g3HESS  OCCURRED .  I . 


which 

Totals 

—5 

6-30 

31-50 

51— 

No  Answe 

■  ess  occurred 

t  Age 

33.28 

62.98 

33.41 

3.6 

34.4 

47.67 

36.97 

12.79 

2.55 

28.8 

27.22 

16.94 

26.38 

26.11 

3.33 

mr 

3.52 

25 

20.45 

2.27 

52.27 

its  follows:  33*28/?  of  the  total  answering  the  questionnaire  are  under  the  age  of  30; 
IseV  62,98%  became  blind  before  they  were  6  years  old,  33.41/?  became  blind  between 
es  of  6  and  30;  etc* 


;  which 

“5  6-30 

31-50 

51 —  No  Answej 

less  occurred  "  1  . .  '  ' 

> 

46,08  29,44 

12.08 

7.52  4.C8 

Table  IX. 


PERCENTAGE  TABLE  S UIGvARI ZING  THE  RELATION  OF  PRESENT  AGE  TO  AGE  AT  "WHICH 

BLINDNESS  OCCURRED.  II. 


it  age 


45.48 

37.77 

24.55 

35.59 

43.2 

36.42 

18.03 

17.01 

16.9 

63.04 

100.  19.67 

:wer 

1.9 

2.4 

.66 

37.7 

is  follows:  Of 
!  years  old;  of 

the  total  answering 
these  45.48/0  are  30 

the  questionnaire,  46.C8/0  became 
years  of  age  or  under;  etc. 

blind  before  they 

Table  X. 


NUMERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  TABLE  OF  EDUCATION. 


Total 

Partial 

Complete 

No  Answer 

# 

% 

# 

% 

# 

% 

# 

% 

Ls 

1335 

100*00 

476 

35.65 

817 

61.19 

42 

3.15 

mtary 

199 

15.92 

117 

58.79 

80 

40.2 

2 

1. 

School 

631 

50.48 

155 

24.56 

476 

75.43 

less  College 

85 

6.3 

44 

51.76 

41 

48.23 

a.1  School 

41 

3.28 

14 

34.14 

27 

65.35 

3ge  or  University  338 

27.04 

146 

43.19 

192 

56.8 

ate 

13 

1.08 

1 

7.69 

12 

92.3 

!  lswer 

28 

2.24 

28 

100. 

!  Lation  is  of 

higjhest  education 

only. 

Business 

College 

Education 

is 

tabulated  in 

i  bion  to  academic  education* 


as  follows:  Of  the  1250  answering 

:>T"e  ducat  ion,  of  which  number  80  or 
i  ation,  etc*  In  addition  to  varying 
:  1250  have  attended  business  college. 


the  questionnaire,  199  or  15.92^  have  elementary 
40, 2%  have  graduated  but  have  had  no  further 
degrees  of  academic  education,  85  or  6 *8,0  of 
of  which  number  41  or  48.23^  have  completed 


:  p  courses,  etc* 


-  • 


* 


v/.v,  r 


Table  XI 


DEGREES . 


A  .A. 

5 

M.A. 

A.B. 

86 

M.S. 

LL.B. 

24 

S.T.M. 

B.M. 

7 

M.M. 

B.S. 

14 

Th.M. 

B.D. 

6 

PH.3. 

1 

C.P.A. 

B.  Litt. 

3 

H.H.L. 

S.T.B. 

1 

D.H. 

D.C. 

1 

D.D.S. 

FH.D. 

9 

ED.D. 

D.  of  Osteopathy 

10 

D.  of  Optometry 

D.D. 

1 

J.D. 

M.D. 

4 

LL.D. 

27 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


1 


Table  XII. 

NUMERICAL  TABLE  OF  EMPLOYMENT  STATUS. 

e  ion  Total  Employed  Unemployed  Retired  No  Answer 


1250 

421 

589 

31 

209 

v:  -er 

i 

e  fe 

;h ' 

ao'uner 

ie 

Lo  n 

•'3  .n 

.a  'eacher 

•y  Laavyer 
ader 

ad  perator 
3  aille  teacher 
:*  aker 
Is  r 
:*  aner 
w  ver 
OS'  iber 
jo  th 
ae 

5.  aler 

ao !  apher 

;a.one  Operator 

ii  aft  worker 
nr  i  st 

ir  ce  agent 
i*i  .e  agent 

cith  the  blind  (WPA) 
ih  .t 
•a  an 
>u  ant 
cktper 
s- 

-r  s  maker 
>%  an 
ir 

-8  Worker 
■o:  V/orker 
•n  r 

■e. 

‘e-  ry 

rt 

■t.  raiser 
lervice  employee 
tjan 
;e  e 

'c  lactor 

c  Board  Operator 
n<B 
p  i 

m 


220 

6 

161 

164 

146 

112 

16 

40 

108 

54 

37 

54 

32 

17 

41 

2 

20 

39 

16 

21 

36 

18 

10 

30 

15 

10 

24 

14 

3 

22 

19 

2 

22 

19 

1 

20 

17 

2 

19 

14 

4 

18 

13 

3 

17 

8 

8 

13 

10 

2 

13 

11 

1 

11 

7 

1 

11 

5 

4 

11 

8 

1 

11 

4 

6 

10 

5 

5 

9 

8 

1 

9 

6 

3 

9 

5 

1 

8 

4 

8 

7 

7 

5 

1 

6 

5 

1 

5 

1 

3 

5 

4 

5 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

4 

3 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7  46 

1  17 

56 

11  6 

1  4 
19 

2 

8 

2  3 
7 
1 
2 


1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 


3 

4 
1 
1 


1 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 


•  »si°n 


Total 


Table  XII.  Continued. 

Employed  Unemployed 


v :  demonstrator 

;t 

» 

.id  morse 
•aph  operator 
I  ker 

;  store  operator 
i  iter 

ir 

\  y  worker 
|  it  i  oner 
•  therapy 
i  trist 
ist 
'.ive 

idlator 

:t 

:  ;terer 
i:.tor 
;  -  cook 
ter 
:  >ler 

;  entertainer 
i:.  executive 


t 

jician 
:  op 
I  r 

i 1  correspondent 
.’'sity  registrar 
tvangelist 
j state  agent 
1  ic 

5 r  goods 
1 tician 
al  recordings 
ge  tutor 
;  man 

ng  clerk 


■  contractor 

ist 

i rcraft 
manager 
g  machines 
of  rubber  mats 
logist 
1  hygienist 
ess 

r  fireman 


maker 

rj  sity  professor 
*le  tobacco 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 


2 

1 


1 

1 

2 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

2 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


I 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Retired 


1 


1 


Table  XII.  Continued* 


3 


ission 

— 


Total 


jft°Ployed  Unemployed  Retired  No  Answer 


i  list 

House  Manager 

.er 

onary 
estimator 
i  Office  Clerk 
i  per  of  light  fixtures 
|  lotypist 
i  ;eria  manager 

ord 

taker 

one  operator 
al  contractor 
I  :smith 
ture  repair 
maker 

II:  dispatcher 

er 

i  metal  worker 

r 

writer 

mer 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 


) 


Table  XIV 


PERCENTAGE  TABLE  SUMMARIZING  EMPLOYMENT  STATUS.  II. 


'ession 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Retired 

No  Answer 

Is 

33.08 

47.12 

2.48 

16.72 

nswer 

1.42 

27.33 

22.58 

22. 

24.78 

3.22 

8.13 

ewife 

3.3 

6.77 

26.79 

her 

12.73 

6.28 

35.48 

2.87 

.o  Tuner 

7.6 

2.88 

3.22 

1.91 

ent 

.47 

3.39 

9.09 

cian 

3.8 

3.56 

.95 

i  sman 

4.27 

1.69 

3.82 

c  teacher 

3.56 

1.69 

6.45 

1.43 

i  rney,  lawyer 
freader 

3.32 

4.51 

•  5 

.33 

3.34 

.47 

d  Operator 

4.51 

•  16 

3.22 

;  Braille  teacher 

4.03 

.33 

.47 

m  maker 

3.32 

.67 

6.45 

ster 

r  caner 

Weaver 

scriber 

opath 

.er 

i  dealer 
ographer 

3.08 

1.9 

2.37 

2.61 

1.66 

1.13 

1.9 

.95 

.5 

1.35 
.33 
.16 
.16 
.67 
♦  16 

1.42 

R4 

.47 

.47 

.47 

1.43 

.95 

.95 

.47 

aphone  Operator 

1.13 

14 

19.35 

12.44 

.  Professions 

25.65 

as  follows:  Of  the  1250  answering  the  questionnaire, 
braid  not  live  occupations,  3.8?$  are  musicians,  etc. 


33.08?$  are  employed; 


of  these 


t 


Table  XV. 

PERCENTAGE  TABLE  RELATING  AGE  AND  EMPLOYMENT  STATUS.  I* 


Age 

Totals 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Retired 

No  Answer 

0 

33.28 

32.93 

53.6 

13.46 

■50 

34.4 

42.55 

43.02 

14.41 

- 

28.3 

22.77 

46.66 

8.33 

22.22 

Answer 

3.52 

43.18 

29.54 

2.27 

25. 

l  as  follows:  33,25%  of  the  total  answering  the  questionnaire  are  30  years  of  age  or 
ir~ of  this  group,  32,93%  are  employed,  53,6%  are  unemployed;  etc* 


Table  XVI. 


PERCENTAGE  TABLE  RELATING  AGE  AND  EMPLOYMENT  STATUS.  II. 


Employed  Unemployed  Retired  No  Answer 


Totals 

33*68 

47.12 

2.48 

16.72 

—30 

32*54 

37.96 

26.79 

31-50 

43.46 

31.4 

29.66 

51— 

19.47 

28.52 

96.77 

38.27 

No  Answer 

4.51 

2.2 

3.22 

5.26 

Read  as  follows:  33.68$  of  the  total  answering  the  questionnaire  are  employed; 
'  of  this"’ group", _32. 54$  are  30  years  of  age  or  under,  43.46$  are  between  the  ages 

of  31  and  50;  etc. 


APPENDIX  C 


BOOK  PRODUCTION  AND  BEST  SELLERS. 


Appendix  C  -  Table  I.* 


AMERICAN  BOOK  PRODUCTION. 

1930-1938 

Totals  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 


,tals  65839  7363  7633 


.ilo  sophy 

1618 

253 

271 

iligion 

6126 

776 

738 

iciology.  Economics 

5413 

472 

580 

v.r 

783 

64 

94 

ucation 

2175 

234 

242 

:ilology 

1728 

164 

206 

:  ience 

3159 

375 

367 

:ohnical  books 

2073 

294 

286 

dicine.  Hygiene 

2512 

232 

319 

riculture.  Gardening 

683 

54 

72 

mestic  Economy 

580 

48 

66 

siness 

1676 

179 

176 

ne  Arts 

1861 

211 

208 

sic 

657 

54 

69 

mes.  Sports 

1478 

123 

156 

neral  Literature 

3348 

431 

422 

etry.  Drama. 

5263 

596 

627 

ction 

11938 

1348 

1272 

story 

4759 

386 

421 

ography.  Travel 

2323 

314 

287 

ography 

5239 

699 

699 

scellaneous 

507 

56 

55 

3977 

6290 

6322 

6382 

7883 

8420 

8569 

244 

186 

186 

154 

107 

128 

89 

660 

596 

579 

536 

664 

767 

790 

610 

573 

622 

616 

469 

693 

758 

86 

73 

51 

65 

108 

128 

114 

238 

149 

164 

234 

301 

318 

295 

154 

171 

151 

164 

173 

279 

266 

311 

285 

314 

331 

371 

382 

423 

176 

164 

153 

154 

275 

252 

319 

308 

271 

264 

196 

291 

338 

293 

62 

51 

48 

73 

110 

98 

115 

70 

61 

67 

44 

78 

73 

73 

125 

117 

143 

160 

206 

271 

299 

174 

188 

152 

189 

211 

276 

252 

56 

66 

46 

69 

112 

79 

106 

174 

147 

110 

152 

219 

204 

193 

325 

236 

282 

372 

473 

299 

508 

506 

448 

503 

473 

679 

673 

698 

1384 

1317 

1356 

1362 

1327 

1355 

1217 

420 

434 

433 

359 

667 

863 

776 

234 

213 

220 

174 

284 

280 

317 

603 

506 

435 

471 

626 

596 

604 

57 

38 

43 

34 

92 

68 

64 

aierican  Book  Production!' 
anuary  21,  1933;  125:226, 
anuary  18,  1936;  130:210, 


Publishers  *  Weekly  119:412 

January  20,  1934;  127:211, 
January  15,  1938;  135:201, 


,  January  24,  1931;  123:192, 
January  19,  1935;  129:213, 

January  21,  1939» 


BEST  SELLER  LISTS* 


1931—1938 


BfST 

Buck 
Cather 
Aldrich 
Baum 
Barnes 
Remarque 
Deeping 
Hurst 

de  la  Roche 
Galsworthy- 


Marie 

Munthe 

Anon. 

Eoners 


/?3/ 

Fiction 

Good  Earth. 

Shadows  on  the  Rock. 
White  Bird  Flying. 

Grand  Hotel. 

Years  of  Grace. 

Road  Back. 

Bridge  of  Desire. 

Back  Street. 

Finch's  Fortune. 

Maid  in  Waiting. 
Non-Fiction 

Education  of  a  Princess. 
San  Michele. 

Washington  Merry-Go-Round 


Culbertson 


Summary. 


Culbertson 


Contract  Bridge  Blue  Book. 


Millay 


Fatal  Interview. 


Adams 


Epic  of  America. 


Chase 


Mexico# 


Ilin 


New  Russia's  Primer. 


♦^Best  Sellers  of  193l’r. 

"Best  Sellers  of  1932". 
"Best  Sellers  of  1933". 
"Best  Sellers  of  1934". 
"Best  Sellers  of  1935". 
"Best  Sellers  of  1936". 
"Best  Sellers  of  1937". 
"Best  Sellers  of  1938". 


Publ.  Weekly 

Publ.  Weekly 


Publ. 


PublT 


Weekly 

"Weekly 


Publ.  Weekly 


Publ. 

PublT 

Publ. 


Weekly 

Weekly 

Weekly 


121:366- 

123:190- 

125:224- 

127:208- 

129:210, 

131:214, 

133:205, 

135:198, 


367,  Jan. 
191,  Jan. 
225,  Jan. 
209,  Jan. 
Jan.  18, 
Jan.  16, 
Jan.  15, 
Jan.  21, 


23,  1932. 
21,  1933# 
20,  1934. 
19,  1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 
1939# 


BEST  SELLERS,  1932 


Fiction 

Buck 

Good  Earth* 

Morgan 

The  Fountain. 

Buck 

Sons. 

Golding 

Magnolia  Street. 

Glasgow 

Sheltered  Life. 

Deeping 

Old  Wine  and  New. 

Tarkingfcon 

Mary’s  Neck. 

Douglas 

Magnificent  Obsession. 

Bentley 

Inheritance . 

Cronin 

Three  Loves. 

Adams 

Non-Fiction 

Epic  of  America. 

Allen 

Only  Yesterday. 

Young 

Fortune  to  Share. 

Culbertson 

Summary. 

Van  Loon 

Geography. 

Dimnet 

What  We  Live  By. 

Adams 

March  of  Democracy. 

Anon* 

'Washington  Merry-Go-Round 

Darrow 

Story  of  My  Life* 

Anon. 

More  Merry-Go-Round* 

. 


BEST  SELLERS,  1933 


Fiction 

Allen 

Anthony  Adverse. 

Carroll 

As  the  Earth  Turns. 

Lewis 

Ann  Vickers. 

Douglas 

Magnificent  Obsession. 

Galsworthy 

One  More  River. 

Douglas 

Forgive  Us  Our  Trespasses. 

de  la  Roche 

Master  of  Jalna. 

Aldrich 

Miss  Bishop. 

Bromfield 

The  Farm. 

Falada 

Little  Man,  What  Now? 

Pitkin 

Non-Fiction 

Life  Begins  £t  Forty. 

Zweig 

Marie  Antoinette. 

Lockhart 

British  Agent. 

Pallet  and  Schlink 

100,000,000  Guinea  Pigs. 

Wain 

House  of  Exile. 

Van  Loon 

Geography. 

Roosevelt 

Looking  Forward. 

Culbertsen 

Contract  Bridge  Blue  Book. 

Sutherland 

Arches  of  the  Years. 

Adams 

March  of  Democracy,  Volume  2. 

BEST  SELLERS,  1934 


Fiction 

Allen 

Anthony  Adverse. 

Miller 

Lamb  in  His  Bosom. 

Young 

So  Red  the  Rose. 

Hilton 

Good-bye  Mr.  Chips. 

Barnes 

Within  This  Present. 

Lewis 

Work  of  Art. 

Bottome 

Private  Worlds. 

Chase 

Mary  Peters. 

Hobart 

Oil  for  the  Lamps  of  China. 

Dine sen 

Seven  Gothic  Tales. 

Non-Fiction 

Woollcott 

While  Rome  Burns. 

Pitkin 

Life  Begins  at  Forty. 

Nijinsky 

Nijinsky. 

Kallet  and  Schlink 

100,000,000  Guinea  Pigs. 

Adamic 

Native1 s  Return. 

Carrier 

Stars  Fell  on  Alabama. 

Fleming 

Brazilian  Adventure. 

Hoover 

Forty-Two  Years  in  the  White  House. 

Jacobson 

You  Must  Relax. 

Dickens 

Life  of  Our  Lord. 

*  t 


! 


BEST  SELLERS,  1935 


Fiction 

Douglas 

Green  Light* 

Glasgow 

Vein  of  Iron. 

Wolfe 

Of  Time  and  the  River* 

Field 

Time  Out  of  Mind* 

Hilton 

Good-bye  Mr.  Chips* 

Werfel 

40  Days  of  Musa  Dagh. 

Wilder 

Heaven’s  Ifyr  Destination 

Hilton 

Lost  Horizon* 

Ferber 

Come  and  Get  It* 

Briffault 

Europa# 

Lewis 

It  Can’t  Happen  Here. 

Lindbergh 

Non-Fiction 

North  to  the  Orient* 

Woollcott 

While  Rome  Burns. 

Day 

Life  With  Father. 

Sheean 

Personal  History. 

Lawrence 

Seven  Pillars  of  Wisdom 

Hackett 

Francis  the  First* 

Zweig 

Mary  Queen  of  Scotland* 

Zinsser 

Rats,  Lice  and  History. 

Freeman 

Robert  E.  Lee* 

Phillips 

Skin  Deep. 

t 


( 


BEST  SELLERS, 1936 


Fiction 

Mitchell 

Gone  With  the  Wind* 

Santayana 

Last  Puritan. 

Morgan 

Sparkenbr oke  * 

Edmonds 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk* 

Lewis 

It  Can’t  Happen  Here* 

Douglas 

White  Banners* 

Nordhoff  and  Hall 

Hurricane* 

West 

Thinking  Reed. 

Rinehart 

The  Doctor* 

Huxley 

Eyeless  in  Gaza* 

Non-Fiction 

Carrel 

Man  the  Unknown* 

Brandes 

Wake  Up  and  Live. 

Farson 

The  Way  of  a  Transgressor* 

Abbe  children 

Around  the  World  in  Eleven  Years* 

Lindbergh 

North  to  the  Orient* 

Heiser 

American  Doctor’s  Odyssey* 

Gunther 

Inside  Europe* 

Hillis 

Live  Alone  and  Like  It* 

Day 

Life  with  Father* 

Puranty 

I  Write  as  I  Please# 

BEST  SELLERS,  1937 


Fiction 

Mitchell 

Gone  With  the  Wind  . 

Roberts 

Northwest  Passage. 

Cronin 

The  Citadel, 

Wilkins 

And  So — Victoria, 

Edmonds 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk, 

Woolf 

The  Years. 

Maugham 

Theatre, 

Steinbeck 

Of  Mice  and  Men. 

Bromfield 

The  Rains  Came, 

Hilton 

We  Are  Not  Alone. 

Carnegie 

Non-Fiction 

How  to  Win  Friends  and  Influence  People, 

Heiser 

American  Doctor's  Odyssey. 

Link 

Return  to  Religion, 

Van  Loon 

The  Arts. 

Hillis 

Orchids  on  Your  Budget, 

Coward 

Present  Indicative, 

Hogben 

Mathematics  for  the  Million, 

Day 

Life  With  Mother, 

Ludwig 

The  Nile. 

Brooks 

Flowering  of  New  England, 

. 


BEST  SELLERS,  1938 


Fiction 

Rawlings 

The  Yearling. 

Cronin 

The  Citadel. 

Spring 

My  Son,  My  Son  t 

Du  Maurier 

Rebecca. 

Roberts 

Northwest  Passage. 

Field 

All  This  and  Heaven  Too. 

Bromfield 

The  Rains  Came. 

Krey 

And  Tell  of  Time. 

Bottome 

The  Mortal  Storm. 

Allen 

Action  at  Aquila. 

Yutang 

Non-Fiction 

The  Importance  of  Living. 

Halsey 

With  Malice  Toward  Some. 

Curie 

Madame  Curie. 

Lindbergh 

Listen  l  The  Wind. 

Hertjder 

Horse  and  Buggy  Doctor. 

Carnegie 

How  to  Win  Friends  and  Influence  People 

Van  Doren 

Benjamin  Franklin. 

Nash 

I»m  a  Stranger  Here  Myself. 

Byrd 

Alone. 

Armstrong 

Fanny  Kemble. 

1 


NON-FICTION  BEST  SELLERS.* 
1921—1932 


1 

Peters 

Diet  and  Health. 

2 

Wells 

Outline  of  History. 

3 

Durant 

Story  of  Philosophy. 

4 

Pap ini 

Life  of  Christ. 

5 

Farmer 

Eoston  Cooking  School  Cook  Book 

6 

Bok 

Americanization  of  E.  W.  Bok. 

7 

Ludwig 

Napoleon. 

8 

Barton 

Man  Nobody  Kncrws. 

9 

Post 

Etiquette. 

10 

Dimnet 

Art  of  Thinking. 

♦Hart,  Irving  Harlow,  ’’Best  Sellers  in 
Weekly  123:524-528,  February  4,  1933, 


Non-Fiction  Since 


1921.” 


Publishers’ 


1 


FICTION  BEST  SELLERS.* 

1919—1932 

Rank 

Author 

Title 

Classification 

1 

Buck 

Good  Earth. 

Social  &  Political 

2 

Lewis 

Main  Street. 

Humorous  &  Satiric 

3 

Hutchinson 

If  Winter  Comes. 

Philosophical, 

4 

Hull 

Sheik. 

Romance. 

5 

Ferber 

So  Big. 

Romance. 

6 

Wilder 

Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey. 

Historical, 

7 

Remarque 

All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front. 

Social  &  Political 

8 

Blasco-Ibanez  Four  Horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse. 

Social  &  Political 

9 

Sedgwick 

Little  French  Girl. 

Psychological. 

10 

Barnes 

Years  of  Grace. 

Family. 

♦Hart,  Irving  Harlow,  "The  most  popular 
the  postwar  period— 1919-1932 "•  Publ^ 


books  of  fiction  year  by  year  in 
Weekly  123:364-367,  January  28, 


1933 


, 


1 


1 


APPENDIX  D. 


LIBRARY  CIRCULATION. 


(American 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 

UES  W.  ALLEN  STUART  DUNCAN 
W.  BARR,  JR.  DR.  R.  A.  KENT 
»  CLARKE  GEORGE  W.  NORTON.  JR. 

R.  C.  BALLARD  THRUSTON 


f  rutting  •House  for  %  Itlint. 

INCORPORATED 

A.  C.  ELLIS,  SUPERINTENDENT 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  Ky. 


MEMBERS  EX-OFFICIO 

L  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR 
THE  BLIND  U.  S.  A. 


OFFICERS 
JOHN  W.  BARR.  JR. 

PRESIDENT 

JOHN  F.  BLEDSOE 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

Citizens-Union  National  Bank 

TREASURER 


In  connection  with  a  survey  of  reading  interests  of  the 
Braille  reading  blind,  we  are  interested  in  securing,  for 
statistical  comparisons,  general  adult  circulation  figures 
from  libraries  in  representative  cities  throughout  the 
United  States  for  the  years  1931  to  1937.  Would  you  be 
kind  enough  to  assist  us  in  this  regard? 

It  may  be  that  you  have  such  figures  in  your  annual  reports, 
ready  for  distribution.  If  so,  would  you  send  us  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  prices,  postage,  etc.?  If  they  are  available 
for  free  distribution,  would  you  send  us  copies  of  your 
reports  for  1931  to  1937  inclusive?  In  case  your  printed 
(or  mimeographed)  reports  do  not  include  the  desired  figures, 
we  are  enclosing  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope,  and 
forms  which  may  facilitate  your  tabulations. 

We  realize  that  your  annual  circulation  totals  may  differ 
in  classification  from  those  of  other  libraries,  but 
feel  that  you  will  be  able  to  indicate,  perhaps  by  means 
of  parentheses  or  brackets,  in  which  instances  such 
variations  occur.  In  our  analysis  there  will  be  no 
need  for  a  distinction  between  seven-day  and  fourteen-day 
books,  but  we  would  like  to  know  whether  or  not  the  figures 
include  renewals,  preferring  that  they  should. 

It  was  a  surprise  to  us  to  learn  from  the  American  Library 
Association  that  such  figures  are  nowhere  available  in 
compiled,  printed  form,  since  we  had  hoped  to  secure  this . 
information  without  troubling  each  librarian.  The  situation 
being  what  it  is,  however,  we  would  sincerely  appreciate 
your  cooperation. 

Very  truly  yours. 


(Mrs.  Herman  I.  Riddell) 


* 


•  -  t 


* 


name  of  library 


LOCATION  OF  LIBRARY 

City 


State 


.ssifi  cation 


losophy  and  Psychology 


igion 

.iology 


tnomics 

itical  Science 


ence 


iful  Arts 

ie  Arts 

Music 

;erature 

Poetry 

Drama 


Essays 

tgraphy  and  Travel 

tory 

igraphy 

tion 

icellaneous 


ANNUAL  CIRCULATION  FIGURES 


1931 


Main  Library 
1932  1933  1934 


1935 


1936 


1937 


.CALS 


NAME  of  library 


LOCATION  OF  LIBRARY 


NUMBER  OF  BRANCHES 


City 


annual  circulation  figures 


issificat  ion 

Llosophy  and  Psychology 

ligion 

oiology 

onomics 

litical  Science 
^uage 
ience 
jful  Arts 
ae  Arts 

L 

Music 

kerature 

Poetry 

Drama 

Essays 

Jgraphy  and  Travel 

story 

Jgraphy 

at  ion 


1931 


Branch  Libraries 
1932  1933 


1934 


1935 


1936 


State 


1937 


Scellaneous 


COOPERATING  LIBRARIES. 


Albany  Public  Library,  Albany,  New  York. 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  Ohio* 

Cleveland  Public  Library,  Cleveland,  Ohio* 

The  Public  Library,  The  City  and  County  of  Denver,  Denver,  Colorado* 
Detroit  Public  Library,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Indianapolis  Public  Library,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Public  Library,  Louisville,  Kentucky* 

Few  York  Public  Library,  New  York  City,  New  York. 

St.  Louis  Public  Library,  St.  Louis,  Missouri* 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania* 

Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania* 

Free  Public  Library,  Salt  Lake  City,  Dtah* 


*. 


t 
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APPENDIX  E 


AUTHOR 


PREFERENCES 


>TT_..r,.  -la ’’10  1  - 

OF  S  fo^foF^GE^OTDEf®08  PREPEaEH0E 


Grout)  ^  — — - — — 

■ r—- — fc — — ■ 

— - - 

/O 

i-xroup  B. 

'? 

% 

Group  C. 

JL 

1 T 

% 

..rkington 

270 

64.9 

0  ’Neill 

231 

55.52 

Twain 

356 

85.57 

nehart 

253 

60.81 

Gua  ,st 

225 

54.08 

Dickens 

331 

79.56 

vds 

248 

59.61 

Shaw 

219 

52.64 

Stevenson 

297 

71.39 

*y 

217 

52.16 

Halliburton 

188 

45.19 

Shake  speare 

280 

67.3 

rwood 

216 

51.92 

Sandburg 

149 

35.81 

Scott 

246 

59.13 

.ck 

210 

50.47 

Millay 

142 

34.13 

Irving 

245 

58.89 

1 sworthy 

202 

48.55 

de  Kruif 

141 

33.89 

Hawthorne 

243 

58.41 

rber 

200 

48.07 

Lippman 

139 

33.44 

Cooper 

226 

54.32 

uglas 

189 

45.43 

Adams 

136 

32.69 

Dumas 

221 

53.12 

batini 

171 

41.1 

Van  Loon 

129 

31. 

Holy  Bible 

219 

52.64 

iley 

166 

39.9 

Beebe 

123 

29.56 

Browning 

211 

50.72 

yle 

155 

36.25 

Sullivan 

103 

25.96 

Emerson 

210 

50.47 

sher 

135 

32.45 

Chase 

101 

24.27 

Franklin 

203 

48.79 

dehous  e 

123 

29.56 

Beard 

95 

22.83 

Thackeray 

147 

35.33 

nclair 

118 

27.36 

Durant 

83 

19.95 

Homer 

128 

30.76 

drich 

101 

24.27 

Zweig 

63 

15.14 

Chaucer 

107 

25.72 

llace 

92 

22.11 

Spaeth 

59 

14.18 

Plato 

103 

24.75 

i  rrow 

62 

14.9 

Jones 

55 

13.22 

Ibsen 

100 

24.03 

olfe 

55 

13.22 

Jeans 

53 

12.74 

Tolstoy 

97 

23.31 

land 

52 

12.49 

Bradf or d 

48 

11.53 

Balzac 

81 

19.47 

Answer 

80 

19.23 

No  Answer 

23 

5.52 

No  Answer 

11 

2.64 

&d  as  follows:  Of  the  416^0  years  of  are  and  under,  270  or  64.9  %  checked  Tarkington  as  an 
thor  they  particularly  enjoy  reading;  231  or  55.52 %  checked  O’Neill;  etc. 


Table  II 

NUMERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  TABLE  OF  AUTHOR  PREFERENCE 
OF  THOSE  31  TO  50  YEARS  OF  AC-E 


Group  A. 

, - 

# 

% 

Group  B. 

# 

% 

Group  C. 

# 

% 

:rkington 

288 

66.97 

Guest 

242 

56.27 

Twain 

349 

81.16 

inehart 

266 

61.85 

O’Neill 

201 

46.74 

Dickens 

330 

76.74 

Dk 

240 

55.81 

Lippman 

194 

45.11 

Stevenson 

304 

70.69 

ey 

236 

54.88 

Shaw 

173 

40.23 

Scott 

271 

63.02 

rber 

232 

53.95 

Van  Loon 

168 

39.06 

Shakespeare 

264 

61.39 

rwo  od 

221 

51.39 

Adams 

166 

38.6 

^ible 

249 

57.9 

1 1 sworthy 

219 

50.92 

de  Kruif 

165 

38.37 

Irving 

249 

57.9 

yle 

209 

48.6 

Halliburton 

163 

37.9 

Hawthorne 

240 

55.81 

wls 

208 

48.37 

Beebe 

159 

36.97 

Dumas 

236 

54.88 

batini 

207 

48.13 

Sullivan 

152 

35.34 

Cooper 

227 

52.76 

uglas 

196 

45.57 

Chase 

130 

30.23 

Franklin 

227 

52.76 

sher 

157 

36.51 

Durant 

125 

29.06 

Emerson 

222 

51.62 

dehous  e 

148 

34.41 

Millay 

122 

28.37 

Browning 

202 

46.97 

iley 

146 

33.95 

Sandburg 

116 

26.97 

Thackeray 

172 

3^9.99 

nclair 

126 

29.3 

Bradford 

91 

21.16 

Tolstoy 

151 

35.11 

land 

118 

27.44 

Beard 

89 

20.69 

Homer 

147 

34.18 

drich 

114 

26.5 

Zweig 

88 

20.46 

Balzac 

121 

28.13 

llace 

105 

24.41 

Jone  s 

84 

19.53 

Ibsen 

118 

27.44 

rrow 

87 

20.23 

Spaeth 

32 

19.06 

Plato 

102 

23.72 

olf  e 

53 

12.32 

Jeans 

81 

18.83 

Chaucer 

91 

21.16 

.  Answer 

18 

4.18 

No  Answer 

29 

6.74 

No  Answer 

23 

5.34 

h follows ;  Of  the  430  between  the  ages  of  31  and  50,  288  or  66,97%  checked  Tarkington 
an  author  they  particularly  enjoy  reading;  242  or  56.27^  checked  Guest;  etc. 


Table  III 


NUMERICAL  ART)  PERCENTAGE  TABLE  OF  AUTHOR  PREFERENCE 
OF  THOSE  OVER  50  YEARS  OF  AGE 


r%oup  A. 

# 

% 

Group  B. 

# 

% 

Group  C. 

# 

% 

kington 

210 

58.33 

Guest 

210 

58.33 

Twain 

258 

71.66 

y 

203 

56.38 

Lippman 

153 

42.49 

Dickens 

246 

68.33 

.ehart 

192 

53.33 

Van  Loon 

136 

37.77 

Stevenson 

223 

61.94 

-le 

167 

46.38 

Halliburton 

150 

36.11 

Scott 

217 

60.27 

her 

165 

45.83 

Shaw 

126 

34.99 

Holy  Bible 

215 

59.72 

k 

161 

44.72 

Sullivan 

121 

33.61 

Shakespeare 

205 

56.94 

s  worthy 

154 

42.77 

Adams 

116 

32.22 

Hawthorne 

200 

55.55 

wood 

149 

41.38 

Beebe 

112 

31.11 

Irving 

198 

55 

Is 

134 

37.^2 

O’Neill 

93 

25.83 

Franklin 

193 

53.61 

.glas 

119 

33.05 

Jones 

87 

24.16 

Emerson 

186 

51.66 

her 

112 

31.11 

Chase 

77 

21.39 

Cooper 

176 

48.88 

and 

111 

30.83 

Durant 

73 

20.27 

Dumas 

162 

45 

at  ini 

100 

27.77 

de  Kruif 

6^ 

17.77 

Thacke  raj'- 

148 

41.11 

ley 

94 

26.11 

Millay 

64 

17.77 

Browning 

146 

40.55 

rich 

85 

23.61 

Sandburg 

63 

17.5 

Tclstoy 

104 

28.88 

ehouse 

82 

22.77 

Bradford 

60 

16.66 

Homer 

90 

25 

clair 

79 

21.94 

Beard 

51 

14.16 

Balzac 

78 

21.66 

lace 

67 

18.61 

Zweig 

41 

11.38 

Plato 

66 

18.33 

row 

59 

16.38 

Jeans 

41 

11.38 

Ibsen 

65 

18.05 

lfe 

34 

9.44 

Spaeth 

29 

8.05 

Chaucer 

64 

17.77 

Answer 

45 

12.49 

No  Answer 

53 

14.72 

No  Answer 

41 

11.38 

d  as  follows;  Of  the  360  over  50  years  of  age,  210  or  58.33%  checked  Tarkington  as  an 
hor  they  particularly  enjoy  reading;  210  or  58.33%  checked  Guest;  etc. 


Table  IV 


numerical  and  percentage  table  of  author  preference 

OF  THOSE  HAY  JIG  ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  ONLY 


roup  A. 


if  %  Group  B. 


if  %  Group  C. 


# 


% 


ay 

136 

68.34 

aehart 

121 

60.8 

rkington 

115 

57.78 

'wood 

97 

48.74 

yle 

90 

45.22 

;k 

88 

44.22 

i  AO.S 

86 

43.21 

rber 

76 

38.19 

L  sworthy 

74 

37.18 

iley 

69 

34.67 

5  her 

63 

31.65 

jatini 

61 

30.65 

iehouse 

57 

28.64 

aglas 

56 

26.14 

Sac  lair 

51 

25.62 

llace 

42 

21.1 

irich 

38 

19.09 

Land 

34 

17.08 

crow 

28 

14.07 

life 

24 

12.06 

Answer 

21 

10.55 

Gue  st 

109 

54.77 

Shaw 

65 

32.66 

Lippman 

62 

31.15 

O’Neill 

57 

28.64 

Beebe 

56 

26.14 

Sullivan 

56 

28.14 

Halliburton 

55 

27.63 

Van  ^oon 

47 

23.61 

Adams 

44 

22.11 

de  Kruif 

38y 

19.09 

Chase 

29 

14.57 

Jone  s 

29 

14.57 

Millay 

29 

14.57 

Durant 

25 

12.56 

Sandburg 

25 

12.56 

Beard 

24 

12.06 

Bradford 

20 

10.05 

Jeans 

19 

9.54 

Spaeth 

18 

9.04 

Zweig 

18 

9.04 

No  Answer 

33 

16.58 

Twain 

141 

70.85 

Dickens 

126 

63.31 

Stevenson 

111 

55.77 

Holy  Bible 

93 

46.73 

Hawthorne 

90 

45.22 

Scott 

90 

45.22 

Cooper 

88 

44.22 

Irving 

88 

44.22 

Shake  speare 

88 

44.22 

Franklin 

85 

42.71 

Dumas 

74 

37.13 

Emerson 

71 

35.67 

Browning 

68 

34.17 

Homer 

38 

19.09 

Thackeray 

38 

13.09 

Tolstoy 

31 

15.57 

Balzac 

27 

13.56 

Ibsen 

26 

13.06 

Plato 

25 

12.56 

Chaucer 

22 

11.05 

No  Answer 

25 

12.56 

[ad  as  follows:  Of  the  199  having  only  elementary  education,  136  or  68.34%  checked 
ay  as  an  author/  they  particular! ;  enjoy  reading;  109  or  54.77%  checked  Guest;  etc. 


Table  V 

CSN TAGE  TABLE  0F  AUm0R  preference 

OF  inOSE  HAVING  HIGH  SCHOOL  EDUCATION 


*oup  A. 


#  % 


Group  B, 


%  Group  C. 


JL 

1r 


% 


'kington 

420 

66.56 

lehart 

392 

62.12 

»y 

378 

59.9 

i  -wood 

330 

52.29 

•ber 

325 

51.5 

:k 

323 

51.18 

is 

311 

49.28 

iglas 

279 

44.21 

s worthy 

270 

42.78 

'le 

264 

41.83 

ley 

242 

38.34 

atini 

236 

37.39 

her 

221 

35.02 

rich 
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31.69 

Adams 

188 

29.79 

Sullivan 

180 

28.52 

de  Kruif 

168 
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d  as  follows:  Of  the  651  having  high  school  education,  420  or  66.56%  checked  Tarkington 
an  author  they  particularly  enjoy  reading;  396  or  62.75%  checked  Guest;  et£. 
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240 

63.32 

O’Neill 

207 

54.61 
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311 

82.05 
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239 

63.05 

Lippman 
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53.29 
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78.88 

3k 

209 
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30.87 
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101 
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117 
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45.11 
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26.38 
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97 

25.59 
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44.06 
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88 
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94 
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155 

40.89 
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78 
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92 
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71 
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82 
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3.17 
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13 

3.43 
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id  as  follows;  Of  the  379  having  college  training,  240  or  63.32 %  checked  Tarkington  as 
author  they  particularly  enjoy  reading;  207  or  54.61%  checked  O’Neill;  etc. 


